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To the * Mr. HUNTINGTON. 


Dear Six, a | 
| THE requeſt we are going to 
make, we truſt, is under an impreſſion from Him 
who has left it on record, that, when he was upon 
earth, he prayed to his heavenly Father, not for his 
diſciples then with him alone, bur for thoſe alſo who 
ſhould in future believe on him through their word; 
taking into his view, and exprefling the love of his 
heart for, all that his Father had given to him, 
which were afterwards to appear in the world, down 

to the laſt hoof, which is not to be left behind, or 
the laſt ſtone that ſhall be laid in the building of 
mercy. We have heard the word this night from 
your mouth, not as the word of the man who deli- 
vered it, but as of God, who, we are well convinced, 
gave it to you. And, as we know it concerns not 
us only, but the elect of God at large, and the riſing 
generation that are to ſucceed us, we wiſh it to be 
ſpread in the preſent day, and handed down to thoſe 
whom it may concern when time with us is no more. 
With this view, having reaſon to bleſs our gracious 

A 2 God- 


To 

God for condeſcending ſo eminently to enlighten, 
teach, and inſtruct you, ſo as to cauſe you to go not 
only before us, but before any we have heard or 
known of, either in the preſent day or for ages paſt, 
we wiſh you to be at the trouble to write down, as 
nearly as you can, the Sermon this evening delivered, 
and to permit us four to be at the expenſe of print- 
ing and publiſhing the ſame; in doing which we 
belieye you will not only oblige and ſerve us, but 
thouſands beſides in the preſent day, and alſo un- 
known numbers of God's children yet unborn, Re- 
membering that light is ſown for the righteous, let 
us not ſpare ſome pains and expenſe to communicate 
and hand down to others a little of what it pleaſes 
God to ſhew you. We remain, 4 


PEAR Sin, 
Alffectionately yours, 
VV. 5 
22d Odtober, 1798, %%%4ꝗꝓq NI. C 
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A SERMON. 


Nrw. . 5. 


El that LO, the fame ſhall be 1 in - whit 
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the 
book of life ; but I will confeſs his name before my 
_ Father, and _ his m_ | | 


6 
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| Tur E church 8 Sardis Vertanl was a type or 


figure of the church of God in the preſent day; | 


which appears from the next mentioned church, 
called that of Philadelphia, having an open door ſet 
before the angel of it, which no man can ſhut, and 


which ſhews the univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, till 


the earth be filled with the knowledge and glory of 
God as the waters cover the ſea; and when that glo- 
rious time ſhall be over, the laſt church of the ſeven 
will appear, and which will end with the world; for 


what is faid to that church exactly agrees with the 
account of the wiſe and fooliſh virgins in Matt. xxv. 


when the bridegroom will come, and find profeſſors 
llumbering and ſleeping, which is there called, luke- 
warm in their ſouls; when he will ſnut the door, and 
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Toew all careleſs and lifeleſs profeſſors out -* his 


mouth, they having no abiding place in the bowels 
of his mercy. Hence he tells the laſt church of the 


ſeven, that he ſtands at the door and knocks ; and, in 


his account of the laſt days, he bleſſes that ſervant 
who, when he cometh and knockerh, ſhall open to 
him immediately. Moreover, when he writes to the 
Laodiceans he ſtiles himſelf the Amen, to ſhew that 
he then comes to give the finiſhing ſtroke both to 
the church and to the world. Hence it appears that 
theſe ſeven churches were typical, which ſeems to be 
the reaſon why theſe ſeven churches in Aſia are 
written to, and no others; no, not ſo much as the 
church at Jeruſalem, which was the metropolitan 
Church, and the mother of all the reſt; and which 
in all things had the pre-eminence, by being the 
mother of Chriſt, for he was born there, and of her, 
according to the fleſh ; and it was ſhe that firſt truſted 
in him, and from whom the word. and the law came 
forth to all nations: and yet even ſhe is not named 
in theſe epiſtles, though no doubt but ſhe is included 
in one of the types; no, nor any church in Africa, 
nor any in Europe; which ſhews plainly that they 
were types of churches, which ſhould afterwards ap- 
pear in the world. And, as Philadelphia prefigures 
the next glorious appearing of the church, and the 
univerſal, ſpread of the goſpel i in the world, and that. 
of Laodicea agrees with the Lord's account. of hig 
- coming to Judgment, ſo the church. of Sardis repre- 
ents the chpreh in our bet ; and every thing that is 


ſaid 
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aid to this church exactly agrees with it in its 18 


ſent ſtate. 
In addrefling this bunch Chriſt files himſelk be 


bat hath the ſeven ſpirits of God, and the ſeven ftars. 


By the ſeven ſpirits of God is not meant angels; for 


it can hardly be thought that angels are joined with 


God the Father, and with the Lord Jeſus Chrift, in 


ſending theſe epiſtles to the churches, as in chap. i. 
ver. 4, 5; but the Holy Ghoſt, with all the fulneſs 


of his gifts and graces, is meant; and by the ſeven 4 
ſtars the ſeven miniſters of the churches, which, like 
ſtars, have a little light in them, and which is re- 
flected from Chriſt; and their being in Chriſt's hand 
ſhews their weakneſs, and the need of his power to 
ſupport, protect, and keep them. 

T know thy works, that thou haſt. a name that thou 
liveſt, and art dead. The works that Chriſt requires 
are the works of faith, the labours of love, and the pa- 
tience of hope, performed in his ſtrength, by perfons 


intereſted in him, and who abide in him, who en- 


force and defend his truth, who embrace it, hold it 
faſt, and abide by it. All works ſhort of theſe are 


dead works, performed by perſons dead in treſpaſſes 


"RY 


aid ſins, and under the curſe of the law, and the 
ſentence f their own conſcience ; and, what is moſt 
Ittadful of all, they are damned by the goſpel; it is 

h of death unto death to them, being only hy- 


pocrites in Zion. 


Thou baſk a name that thou 4 veſt, and art 2 


T here is nothing more common in the preſent day 
A 2 than 


„„ 
than to hear a poor canting hypocrite crying out, 
O!] what a lively miniſter that young man is! What 
a lively congregation ſuch an one hath! That and this 
young man, how lively they are ! they are alive to 
God indeed! When, at the ſame time, if you aſk 
ninety-nine out of an hundred, either miniſters or 
people, what the quickening operations of the Holy 
Spirit are; what the application of the word of life is 
when ſent with power; what it is to paſs from 
death to life by faith; what it is to be delivered from 
the ſting of death, the fear of death, and from the 
law, which 1s the miniſtration of death ; and what 2 
lively hope is, what repentance unto life means, and 
what the circumciſion of the heart to love God with 
all the heart, that we may live, means; or what it 
is to have Chriſt living in us; they will give you 
| Juſt as good an account of theſe things as an Hot- 
tentot, and no better : they have a name to live, but 
they are dead. And thoſe who give them this name 
to live are ſuch as only judge according to appear- 

ance, and not righteous judgment. Nor does their 
appearance of life ſpring ſrom divine things, but from 
human inventions, ſuch: as the miſſionary buſineſs. 
This kept many of the flying troops and ſcouting 
parties for a long time in life and motion: novelty 
gives life to many thouſands, Such a precious ſoul 
is coming up, and preaches his firſt ſermon at lo Bere; 
| ſuch an one takes his leave at > there; but divine 
life is neither enforced nor deſcribed by one in fifty 
= of them; 3 for, if life was inſiſted on, they would be 
badi 
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ts Þ 
badly attended by thoſe -who have: only a name to 
live. 

Many miniſters are 1 to have 3 to 
an organ before a little falſe glee can be raiſed; 
others ſtudy the art of moving the paſſions by empty 
oratory, and a great noiſe; others are kept in life 
and motion by abuſing the civil powers, and crying 
up the majeſty of the jacobins; and not a few thou- 
ſands are fed and kept in life and motion by thoſe 
who blacken the goſpel, by charging it with the op- 
probrious names of antinomianiſm and. licentious 
doctrine, and by ridiculing the power of godlineſs, 


and thoſe who preach it, and thoſe who enjoy it. The 
name to live ſprings from theſe things, and not from 


the Holy Ghoſt's operations. 

Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die. The firſt of theſe words eon- 
tain a reproof for blindneſs of mind, carnal ſecurity, 
idleneſs, and inattention. And blind they muſt be, 
with a witneſs; for, when the hour of temptation 
came on, they expected no leſs than the deſtruction 


of all rule, government, order, and diſtinction, 


among men, and that anarchy was to ride in triumph; 
whereas God ſent it as a fan to ſeparate the vile 
from the precious, and as a trap to diſcover and take 
by the heel the impoſtors and hypocrites in Zion; 


and they are ſo deſperate at the; ſucceſs that God 


gives to our forces, that it is a vexation only to un- 
derſtand the report, and will terminate as the pro- 
phet foretold it would, e that bey ſhall fret 


themſelves, 
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themfaloes, and curſy both their king and their God, and 
| book upward. 

Strengthen the things which remain that are ready 10 
die. Theſe things are the veſſels of mercy in the 
furnace of afffiction, half ſtarved for want of the 
bread and water of life, and nothing to attend but 
wells without water, clouds without rain, and ſhep- 
herds that cannot underſtand ; they. want their ſtate 
deſeribed, and the kind invitations and encourage- 
ments of the goſpel ſpoken experimentally to them; 
and they go from city to city to find it, but all in 
vain. And there is ſcarce 4 large town in the nation, 
but what you will find here and there a little company 
ſenſible of their loſt ſtate, labouring in bondage and 
miſery, but none to feed them; hypocrites are fed and 
. nouriſhed up in their preſumption, and ſuch as theſe 
are quite ſtarved. Theſe are called  _ 
The things which remain; which implies that great 
numbers are falten off; and this is moſt certainly true 
with reſpect to our day of profeſſion. Mr. Winchef- 
ter, who laid a foundation for hope in hell, overthrew 
the faith of many, both of them that ſtood in the pul- 
Pit, as well as thoſe in the pew. Mr. Brothers, the 
lonatic, who promiſed a baſis for hope in the Saviour's 
ſepulchre, and that we ſhould once more ſeek the 
living among the dead, hath flain his thouſands; but 
Tom Paine has ſlain his ten thouſands ;. and there is 
not one in a hundred of them that remain that Chriſt 
takes any notice of; it is only the few things which are 
N 10 die (86k them * have a name to live 


While 


6 110 
while they are dead) that he cares for; for be.is not 


the God of the dead, but of the living. His com- 
plaint is, 


1 baue not found thy works perſels before God. The 


perfect work of a goſpel miniſter is doing the work 
of an evangeliſt, or the work of a miniſter of the 
Spirit; and he that doth it muſt be one that is born 
again, and intereſted in the love, favour, and finiſhed 
ſalvation of Chriſt, and in union with him, who 
ſhines in his light, ſtands in his ſtrength, burns in his 


love, and enjoys. life, righteouſneſs, peace, and reſt, in 


him; and ſo ſpreads the truth of his word, the power 


of his hand, the ſavour of his name, the myſteries of 


his kingdom, and the benefits of his croſs; and by 
enforcing theſe things influences others, by the good 
hand of God upon .him, who promiſes to give teſti- 


mony to the word of his grace, and to no other doc- 


trine: this is a divine work, and therefore called a 
good work, and perfect work, becauſe it brings ſouls 
to believe in Jeſus, to love him, and to worſhip God 
in ſpirit and in truth, to glorify him, and to aſcribe the 
glory of their ſalvation to him. But the works here 


complained of are of another ſort; time- ſerving, 


walking in craſtineſs, and handling the word of God 
deceitfully ; which is legalizing and carnalizing of 
them, beginning i in the ſpirit and ending in the fleſh, , 
confeſſing truth, and publiſhing it at the beginning of 
their profeſſion, and then departing, from it, and con- 
demning it; ſwearing allegiance to the king, and then 
N againſt him; 4 ſubſcribing the Articles of 

the 


n 

the Church, and then lampooning them and all that 
maintain them. Theſe⸗ are the works of the Regs 
day. 

Remember . boto thou « haſ nylon and . 
and hold faſt and repent, How the church received, 

and what ſhe at firſt heard, may be ſeen in the above 
mentioned articles, predeſtination and election, re- 
demption by the blood of Chriſt, pardon and peace 
by his ſacrifice, and juſtification by faith in Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs; as may be ſeen in Luther's works, in 
Calvin's, and in the Church Articles; theſe are the 
things which uſed to be heard and received. But can 
we ſay that theſe are held faſt in our days? No; fo far 
from it, that the generality of profeſſors wage war 
with every one that preaches them and the experience 
of them, and with every one that profeſſes them and 
abides by them. The LES mr to us is, 


to hold faſt, 

Aud repent, for the te of profeſſors are wits. 
out repentance, and altogether ignorant of it, and ſo 
are the generality of preachers; they think it conſiſts 
of a little natural ſorrow, ſpringing from ſelf-love, 
a ſenſe of guilt, and fear of future puniſhment ; but 
this is the repentance of Judas when the devil en- 
tered into him ; whereas true repentance follows upon 
the devil's departure out of the ſinner. True repent- 
ance is not preſſed, ſqueezed, nor extorted, by the 
workings and violent ſtruggles of guilt and wrath, 
fear and torment ; but it flows out under the ſin- par- 


doning operations of the S nw of love, accompanied 
_ 


„ 


with the blood of atonement, attended with a believ- 


ing view of Chriſt and of intereſt in him, and of God's 
appearing reconciled and well pleaſed in Jeſus, ſhining 
upon us 1n his bleſſed face, accepting us in the be- 


loved, and bleſſing us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 


heavenly places in him: this is repentance unto life, 
and is the gift of God, In the next words our pr 


calls for watchfulneſs. 
If therefore thou ſhalt not watch, I will come on thee 


as a thief. No doubt but this is ſpoken to our 


watchmen in Zion, the generalicy of whom are ſtone 
blind; who are ſo far from going about the city, that 


they do not know the way into it (Eccl. x. 15); and, 
inſtead offtanding on Zion's walls, which are falvation, 
they are for the moſt part dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 


A watchman is to give the time of the night, to ſound 


an alarm in times of danger, to take up thieves and 


looſe perſons, and to obſerve the motions and ap- 
proaches of invaders, and. to give timely notice to 
the citizens, that they may be upon their guard: this 


is God's account of a watchman ; but who comes up 
to the character ? Moſt of our watchmen indeed are 
boaſting of our great light, and the wonderful ſpread 
of the goſpel, when I think that we are ſinking into 
one of the darkeſt nights that ever came upon goſpel 


Zion; and, fo far from the goſpel being univerſally 
ſpread, even in this country, I do not believe that 


one ſermon in a thouſand that 1s preached among us 
bears the leaſt reſemblance of it, if Paul's deſcription 
of the goſpel be a true one. He tells us that 7he goſpet 


is 
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is the power of God unto ſalvation to every one that be. 
keveth; that it is the miniſtration of life and of righteouſ.. 
neſs; and that a real miniſter of it is a miniſter of the Spi- 
ru. And, if this be true, where ſhall we find ſuch goſpel 
and ſuch miniſters ? Nor can we ſay that our watch. 
men have apprehended or taken into cuſtody any 
thieves or. robbers, but rather conſented with them; 
I know of no worſe thieves and robbers than Papiſts, 
Arminians, Arians, and Socinians, for they rob God; 
but many of our blind watchmen have wiſhed God 
ſpeed even to the French, and ſaid © A confederacy to 
all the other dens of thieves; and, inſtead of barking 
or giving tongue at the devil when he came down 
among us, the moſt of them were dumb dogs, and 
rather fawned upon him than otherwiſe, If therefore 
thou ſhalt not watch, 

I will come on thee as @ thief. The thief qenerally 
comes when people are moſt ſecure, and when he is 
leaſt expected: and ſure I am that Chriſt fulfilled his 
word in this hour of temptation; for he ſtripped 
many wolves of their ſheep-ſkins, and made them 
go naked, that others might ſee their ſhame; he 

ſtripped many of their hearts of all their inward de- 
corations, ſweepings, and garniſhings, and let Satan 
return again to his houſe: whence he came out. And 
this was viſible by the rebellion, revenge, blood, and 
flaughter, they breathed forth; ſo that their hearts 
might truly be called the dragons? dens, and their 
. Mouths the holes of the aſps. Some the Lord be- 
* of their houſes — of their preferments, 
| 1 families, . 


e 

families, and friends, and even of their own * 
country, by tranſporting them to ſtrange lands, as un- 
worthy to remain in their own ; others he cooped 
up in priſons, depriving them of the common liberty 
of ſtrollers and fortune-tellers ; and ſome he ſent our 
of the world by a halter, as unworthy of life; and 
great numbers which remain among us have had their 
one talent taken from them ; many, who had ſome 
ſound notions of the goſpel, and ſome good views, 
and who were capable of ſound ſpeech which could 
not be condemned, were given up to the devil and 
Tom Paine, that they even ſucked in the rebelhon, 
blaſphemy, and carnal logic, of that man, till they 
could not produce one argument but what was point 
blank againſt the will and word of God: theſe were 
too wiſe to be ruled and governed by that, and 
their wiſdom hath perverted them. Others, who had 
not much in hand, but a deal in hope, have been 
ſtripped alſo; I mean thoſe who have been long pre- 
dicting and expecting the ruin and deſtruction of all 
the civil rulers in Europe; promiſing themſelves from 

week to week French liberty by the ſword of France | 
and by the deſtruction of their own country; theſe 
have hoped in Buonaparte and the Iriſh Papiſts, and 
have cried up the majeſty of the people, by which 
they meant none-but themſelves ; theſe our Lord has 
depoſed from their imaginary thrones, and from all 
the princely dignity that they have fancied, and demo- 
liſhed all their hopes by ſending the Iriſh murderers 
out of the world, the French fleets-into our harbours, 
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and the blaſphemous Rabſhakehs into the land of 


Ham inſtead of Jeruſalem, giving Egypt for our 


ranſom. Thus has our dear Lord come as a thief, 
and unmaſked the impoſtors and hypocrites in Zion, 
and hung them up as polluted with perjury, rebellion, 
and blood, to contempt before all the righteous in 
both worlds. 

And thou ſhalt not know what bour 1 wil come upou 
thee. This hour of our Lord's coming was to be a 


profound ſecret till he was pleaſed to make it known; 


and a ſecret it hath been, and hid in God; for no one 


commentator hath ever deſcribed it, or hit the mark 


about it; which ſhews that prophecies are beſt under- 


ſtood by the fulfilment of them. And, when this hour 


of temptation did come, we were all at a loſs toknow 
where the prediction of it ſtood in ſcripture, and 
what it would terminate in; and thoſe who ſeemed to 
be the wiſeſt about it were the fartheſt from it. It 
exerciſed my mind not a little for near five years, till 


5 the Lord told me upon my bed, by a voice from hea- 


ven, that © this is the hour of temptation; and I 
knew the voice, and who it was that ſpoke it; and an 
hour of temptation it hath been with a witneſs. Many 


thouſands hath the devil tempted to dig pits and ſet 


traps and ſnares for the lives of others, who, by the 
juſtice. of God, Haman like, have fell into them 
themſelves. Not a ſnare has been ſet by Satan or 


hai agents, not a vile plan hath been laideither on the 
cC̃ontinent, in our own country, or on board the fleets, 


but what our God has diſcovered: and marred, and 
bas. 7 thrown 


LE ns 
thrown moſt of the contrivers headlong into their |} 
own inventions ; ſo let thine enemies periſh, O Lord, 

but them that love thee be as the ſun when he goeth 
forth in his ſtrength, and let our land have reſt forty 
years. 

This hour of temptation hath exerciſed and tried 
the hearts of many of the children of God, whether 
they would be led away with the error of the wicked, 
whether they would fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſs, 

and follow a multitude to do evil or no. Many im- 
poſtors in the pulpits and hypocrites in the pews have 
tried them not a little, beſides the fly and private 
pimps and lacquies of the devil, who daily went their 
rounds with Tom Paine's books, inflammatory pam- 
phlets, jacobine newſpapers, and lunatic prophecies. 
By theſe tempters, and their temptations, God hath 
tried his people, that their faith and obedience might 
be ſeen; when once God's judgments ſhould return 
unto righteouſneſs, that the upright in heart might fol- 
low that. Some were not a little ſtaggered in their 
confidence, and for a while halted about a confede- 
racy : but God healed them that halted ; nor will he 
ſuffer them that are of a broken and a contrite heart, 
and who walk humbly with him, to be finally deceived; 
their falls into troubles, their trials and temptations, 
ſhall be ſanctified to purify them and to make them 
white: and ſo it is; for, when God makes manifeſt the 
hearts of the contrary part, theſe ſtand the ſtronger, 

ſhine the brighter, and ſee the better, and appear the 
more plain by having God's will, word, providence, 
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and grace, on their ſide, and by their having ahie 
mind of Chriſt, and by God's hearing and anſwering 
their prayers; when the prophecies, deſires, wiſhes, 
prayers, hopes, and expectations of the hypocrite, all 
periſh together. This has been the caſe in our day; 
and ſo it follows, ON 
' » » Thou haſt a few names even in Sardis, which have not 
defiled their garments ; and they ſhall walk with me in 
white, for they are worthy, This is ſpoken by way of 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, that in our days there ſhould 
be any of this number lefr, when ſo many thouſands 
both of miniſters and people were carried away in 
this hour of temptation : but ſo it is; there is a few 
names left; for, when the lion and the bear go through = 
the whole flock, the ſhepherd <will recover a leg and a 
; rd of an ear. Amos iii. 12. | 

Nou theſe choice ones are called names, not per⸗ 
ſons, i in which (I think) the myſtery is couched. 
Theſe names cannot mean the name Evangeliſt; for 
thoſe who have ſtiled themſelves the Evangelical Afoci- 
ation are, for the moſt part, either in the trap of 
Tom Paine or that of John Weſley. Theſe names 
may be conſidered as names which impoſtors, 
wolves, and hypocrites, may give them on account of 
their ſteadineſs, ſtaunch adherence to truth, and ſin- 
gularity, juſt as the firſt ſaints and faithful followers of 
_ Chriſt were called Nazarenes, Acts xxiv. 5; ef} peeially 
as it is well known that many who are called Anti- 
nomians, dangerous men, men of a bad ſpirit, bigots, 


narrow ſouls, and even & * blackguards by 
155 ſome 
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fome men, whom the devil himſelf, nor all his agents, 
cannot defile, expoie or degrade, by all the wiles that 
are uſed in this hour of temptation, no more than he 
could ſtain the reputation of Paul by calling him a 
mover of ſedition; and his doctrine hereſies. But, if 

theſe names are ſacred names, as 1s molt likely, I mean 
ſuch as God gives to his people, then we can ſoon 
come to a point about them, as our God is ſo parti= 
cular in pointing them out, and even what names 
are to be laid aſide, and what are to he adopted; 
for inſtance, Thou fhalt no more be called Forſaken, 
neither pull thy land any more de termed Dyſolute; | but 
thou ſbalt be called Hephzibeb, aud thy land Beulah ; fur 
the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land jhall be mar- 
ried. The uſual name of the Gentiles, by which the 
Jews called them, was that of for/aken, in oppoſition tao 
themſelves ; and their land agalate, in oppoſition to the 
holy land which God had choſen to dwell in: on which 
account Canaan and its Jewiſh inhabitants were called 
a fruitful field, and the Gentile world a wilderneſs, 
But God promiſed to make a change in the world, 
and that was, hat he would turn the wilderneſs into a 
fruitful field, and the former fruitful field ſhould be ac- 
rounted for a fore: and this was done when the king; 
dom was taken from the Jews and given to a people 
that ſhould bring forth the fruit thereof; from which 
time the Gentiles, on account of the elect among 
them, were vot to be called for/aten, nor was their 
land as. God would dwell in it) to be any more 
e cee, Hut thn et ili 
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y land Beulah; for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy 
land ſhall be married. The name Hephzibah is appli- 
cable to all in whom God delights; and we are told 
that the prayer of the upright is his delight; and an- 
other ſcripture ſays, © the upright love thee ;” then 
the name Hephzibab is peculiar to them that love the 
Lord and call upon his name; and Beulah is applica- 
ble to that land in which the upright dwell; for the 
whole country is eſpouſed for the ſake of the Lord's 
Hephæibab, even as all the children of Iſrael were 
called God's ſons by national adoption for the ſakke 
ol the few that were his by faith and regeneration, 
and they were even all called his wife for the ſake of 
me few that were eſpouſed to him; _ 

Hence it appears that Hæpzibab is the upright that 
love God and pray unto him, and Beulah the country 
which is the ſeat of the church which is eſpouſed to 
him; and hard work has the devil had, and all that have 
laboured in conjunction with him, to defile this our 
Zion, and to make our land a field of blood. But we 
are juſt where we were; and they who have watched 
ſor our halting and for our deſtruction are leſt in the 
gall of bitterneſs, and in the bonds of iniquity, for 
God hath N to our glory, but to their 


ſhame. ; 
Another of the names by which Gentile "Fe is to 


Be called, is this: Let not theeunuch ſay, Behold I am 4 
dry tree; for thus ſaith the Lord, unto the eunuchs that 
keep my ſabbaths, and chooſe the rings which plegſe me, even 
10 e in "Py" boie and worin my walls," a 
- blos Place 
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flace and a name, better than of ſons and of dau gbters.. 
1 will give them an everlaſting name which ſhall not be 
cut off. This name which is to be given, and which is 
to be better than that of ſons and daughters, is ſaid to 
be written upon them, Rev. iii. 12. Faith is a law 
- written on the mind ; and our ſonſhip is manifeſted to 
us by faith. This name appears to be that of adoption, 
or the name /on of God, which is much better than 
that of being a father to ſons and daughters, and is an 
everlaſting one, and never ſhall be cut off; for 
Chriſt will bring theſe many ſons to glory ; therefore 
it will be acknowledged, even in heaven; nor can it 
be cut off, ſeeing the promiſe is ſure to all the 
ſeed; which ſeed are not to be cut off with a ſhilling, 
nor the entailment of their inheritance to be cut off; 
for Chriſt's throne ſhall endure for ever, and his ſeed 
- as the ſun before him. The other names which 
they are to go by are theſe: One ſhall jay I am the 
Lord's, and another ſhall call himſelf by the name of Ja- 
cob, and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the name of Jracl. He 
that is to ſay I am the Lord's, is one to whom the 
atonement is applied, who ſays I am not my own, 1 
am bought with a price.“ He that is to call himſelf by 
the name of Jacob, is one that hath run away with the 
birthright, or one that is born again, and who has got 
the bleſſing of eternal life in his heart. And is not ſuch 
an one rightly called Jacob? And he that ſurnames him. 
ſelf by the name of Iſrael, muſt be one that hath pre- 
yailed at a throne of grace, and got an anſwer to his 
8 B 3 Prayers, 
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prayers, for this name cannot be applicable to any 
other. Another name which is given to the ſaints, 
and which is a new one, and peculiar to the New. 
Teſtament, is that of a Chri/ian; and it is a very ſacred 
name, and is taken from Chriſt himſelf, and ſignifies. 
anointed, and belongs to none but thoſe which have re- 
ceived an unction from the Holy Qne. Now he which 
bath called us, aud anointed us, (faith Paul) is God, Who 
bath alſo ſealed us, and given us the earneſt of the Spirit; 


but, if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 


none of his, and of courſe no real Chriſtian, for he 
hath nothing of Chriſt in him. Now our dear Lord, 
becauſe he would not diſcourage us too much and 
| fink us too low, or add grief to our ſorrow, tells us 
that there are a few even among us who bear theſe 
names, and to whom they are applicable; and ſure I 
am that, if the Lord had not left us this very ſmall rem- 
nant, wwe bad been as Sodom, aud maus like unto Gomor 
rab. But theſe are yy ale of the earth. T beſo 
few names x 

Have not defiled their garments. Theſe garments 
cannot mean the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which is 
called the wedding garment, the garment of praiſe, 
and the garment of ſalvation. It! is called a wedding 
garment becauſe Chriſt accepts us in it as ſoon as the 
Father imputes it to US 5 a garment of praiſe it is 
fFalled, becauſe we cannet- bleſs God and praiſe him 
with joyful lips till he hath juſtified us by faith in it; 
and it is called a garment of ſalvation, becauſe be 
ſhall ee be curſed or damned that wears it. It! is 
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Sad that juſtifies, who can condemn ? and it is a 
truth that whom God juſtifies, them he glorifies. 
Nor doth this garment appear to be the garment of 
humility ; for a man that truly wears that has a con- 
ſcience too ſore, and a heart too tender, to wallow in 
pollution, I confeſs I am rather in the dark abour 
theſe garments ; but if I tell you . I know, can 
you expect more ? 

Job fays, I put on ri obteoufueſe Po” it clathed me: 
ay judgment was a robe and a diadem. Job xxix. 14. 
The good man is not here ſpeaking of the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Redeemer, for we cannot put that on of 
ourſelves, no, nor yet pull it off when it is on. It is 
God's work to put this on. The Lord, ſays Zion, hath 
clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, be bath covered 
ane with the robe of righteouſneſs. If, Ixi. 10. Job is 
ſpeaking of himſelf as a civil magiſtrate, and of his 
faithfulneſs and uprightneſs in his office, and there- 
fore he muſt mean civil righteouſneſs, or equity, or 
righteouſneſs between man and man, fo as to acquit 
himſelf at the bar of his own conſcience, as he himſelf 
_ confeſſes: My heart ſhall not reproach me 0 long as 1 
live. Job xxvii. 6. This in the Old Teſtament. is 
called walking with God in peace and equity; and in the 
New Teſtament it is called keeping @ conſcience void of 
offence ; and bleſſed is the man that condemns not 
himſelf i in the thing which he allows, T his Was 
Job's garment, and he did not defile it ; however we 
read of ſome who have defiled it, and it hath been 
waſhed again, : - +4712 & Ls 
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fob tells us that his judgment was as a robe and 4 
diatom. If fo, it was pure from groſs errors, or damn- 
able hereſies, both in the court of juſtice and in the 
court of conſcience, We read of falſe doctrines and 
corrupt principles both in civil and in religious per- 
ſons, whoſe mind and conſcience are both defiled ; 
theſe garments ſhould be kept clean. 

We read alſo of wolves in ſheep's clothing, which 
means hypocrites ; and a hypocrite is a graceleſs ſin- 
ner, in the external garb of a faint. Now, if a wolf 
can appear in a ſheep's ſkin, in order to deceive the 
ſheep, a real ſheep muſt have a ſkin which of right 
belongs to him, and which I take to be the whole of 
a ſaint's profeſſion, his life, walk, and converſation, 
in this world, after he is converted, or after he is ſaved 
by the waſhing of regeneration and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and hence we read of the teeth of 
a flock of ſheep-(which I take to be miniſters and 
their helpers) being ſhorn, and coming up from the 
waſhing each bearing twins, and not one barren 
among them. 
Again, we are exorted to put on the Lord Fe ofus uri, 
and to walk in him. A congregation thus adorned is 
a woman clothed with the ſun indeed, and has the 
moon under her feet. However, there are not a few 
that put him on in ſhew, as Alexander and others 
have done, and who have greatly diſhonoured him 
_ afterwards; and this is called polluting his holy name 
among the heathens ; it brings a diſgrace upon his 
cauſe, and is crucifying him afreſh, and putting him 
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to an open ſhame, which is polluting his holy name in- 
deed. 
Once more. Our n are a kind of garment to 
our ſouls, even as our Lord's human nature, in which 
the fulneſs of his Godhead dwells, is called @ garment 
dipped in blood. And we read of a heavenly company 
who are ſaid to come out of great tribulation, and 
to have waſhed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb ; which robes appear to be 
their bodies, which were cleanſed by the blood of 
Chriſt as well as their ſouls. Hence we read of the 
redemption of the body, and of being ranſomed from 
the grave and redeemed from death; and, when this is 
done, theſe bodies of ours will be waſhed, yea changed. 
He ſhall change our vile bodies, and faſhion them like 
unto his glorious body, that we may be like him, and 
ſee him as he is. Therefore, he that keeps himſelf un- 
ſpotted from the world, keeps this garment . 
filed. WIRE A 
We read of ſome in this boch who were not de= + 
filed with women; which means, they were not de- 
filed with the doctrines of Jezebel the witch, the 
Roman church; nor with the filthy practices of the 
whore of Babylon, the city of Rome, which is full of 
ſpiritual fornication, and all other uncleanneſs; and ſhe 
has polluted thouſands with the doctrines of devils, 
the pollutions of the fleſh, and by crying up the * 
rags of her own boaſted righteouſneſs. 
Now, that there ſhould be a few ſuch names, ad 
ſuch undefiled ones, in ſuch a day as this, mult be for 


ſigns 
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ſigns and wonders from the Lord of hoſts, which 
dwelleth in mount Zion; but the blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth us from all ſin, and God will keep his own 
from the paths of the deſtroyer. Nevertheleſs, there 
are ſome fins which will leave a ſtain on the cha. 
rafter of the brighteſt- ſaint as long as the world 
ſtands, even though he be complete in his covenant 
head, and without fault before the throne in him; 
and that is, adultery with a neighbour's wife. A wound 
and diſhonour ſhall be get, and bis remoach fhall not by 
wiped away. Prov. vi. 33. We may ſee this in Da- 
vid. Every atheiſt and deiſt will, to the preſent day, 
throw this at him, eyen though he is in heaven; but 
they neyer mention his repentance of it, nor of the 
ſufferings he underwent on the account of it; for 
their ſtomachs are ſo vitiated that they can eat up 
nothing that is to be found in God's people but their 
ſin. Bleſſed be God our Saviour for ever, that he 
ſhould preſerve and keep, in ſuch a day of apoſtaſy, 
hereſy, and hypocriſy as this, a ſew ſuch names in 
ſuch robes, and give them ſuch a character and ſuch 
encouragement as that which next follows. — 
| + And they ſhall walk with me in white, for they are 
. worthy. Our Lord here gives us to underſtand 
that it is fin which. ſeparates between him and the 
ſoul; yea, it is ſin that hides his face from the ſinner, 
ſo that he will not hear his prayers, | for he is far 
from God by wicked works. The conſcience muſt 

be purged from ſin before we can be made nigh by 
the blood of Chriſt. Pardoning love brings us nigh 


027 ) 
to him, Fee unites us with him; and the ſoul that 
fears him with a filial fear, and that cleaves to him in 


love, walks with him. They ſhall walk with me. Levt 
walked with me in peace and equity, faith the Lord; 
that is, the Lord gave him, or revealed to him, the 
| Covenant of life and peace, and he enjoyed the peace 
which the Lord gave him, and kept a good con- 
ſcience before him, and towards him. PRES 
Walk humbly with thy God, ſaith Amos. This 
ſhews that pride ſeparates between us and God. But 
the poor ſoul that knows the vileneſs of his own, 
heart, and what a debtor he is to unmerited and un- 
expected grace, will ſee enough of hunſelf, in the 
Lord's light, to debaſe him 1n the duſt before him, 
howeyer upright God may keep him, It was the 
preſence of the Lord with Daniel that turned all bis 
comelineſs into corruption, and Aripped him of all bis 
frength. To walk with the Lord, is to exerciſe 
faith in him, and to truſt in him; it is to walk in 
his favour, in the light of his countenance ; to hope 
in him, and expect all needful ſupplies from him; to 
exerciſe patience towards him; to be accountable to 


him, and give up our accounts daily before him; to- 


walk in his fear, as in his immediate preſence, under 
his eye and narrow inſpection, and as intereſted in 
his blood and righteouſneſs, and relying upon his, 
wiſdom to make our way plain, and to direct our 
ſteps, and in a conſtant dependance on bim for 


ſtrength and ſupport. AY 
The 7 ſpall walk with me in white, for they 6 are Wore 


I 
| 
| 
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thy. White, and white raiment, are mentioned in my 
text, and thererore I ſhall ſpeak to that point in my 
further diſcourſe. But, that which puzzles me moſt 
of all is, what can be meant by the phraſe, hey are 
worthy. I never ſaw any worthineſs in myſelf before 
I was called, nor ſince I have been called; nor have 
J ever ſeen either worth or worthineſs in any other; 
no, not even in thoſe who ſay they are perfect in 
the fleſh, and that they can live, and do live, with- 
out fin, or ſinning; for theſe, I believe, of all 
men, are the moſt unworthy, having given them- 
ſelves up to lying, or to ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, 


having their conſciences ſeared with a hot iron. For, 


if we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
truth is not in us. 1 John i. 8. Jolin owns that, if 
ſuch words were to drop from his own mouth, 
he would be a man deceived by the devil, and that 
no truth, nothing but lies, could be found in him. 


If this wontiich is mentioned on the account of 


grace, all grace is from the Lord, and ſo is every 


by good and pere gift. The preparation of the heart, 


and the fruit of the lips, are his own work; and ſo 


is all uſefulneſs or fruitfulneſs to our fellow- creatures 


in this world, for he works in us both to will and to 
do; and, as for our fleſh, and the evils in it, they 
work continually againſt both willing and doing. I 
read of ſome that ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain 


the world to come, and the reſurrefFion from the dead. 


Luke xx. 35. But on what account they ſhall be fo 
accounted, 1 cannot tell, - unleſs it be the Lord 
praiſing 
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praiſing his own righteouſneſs put upon them, or ap- 
plauding the Holy Spirit's work in them. For the 
robe of his righteouſneſs is of ineſtimable worth, and 
ſo is the Spirit's productions in them; the former 
ſets the ſaint forth as all fair and comely without ; 
and the latter, as all glorious within. And now for 
the words of my text. 

He that overcometh, the ſame ſhall be clothed in FO 
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the 
book of li ife, but I will confeſs his name before my Father, 
and before his angels. This overcomer muſt be an 
Iſraelite indeed, or one that has overcome the accu- 
fations of the law, and Satan, and conſcience ; and 
overcome his own guilt, ſhame, fear, and confuſion 
of face, at a throne of grace, by prayer. He is one 
that has cried day and night for victory over theſe, 
and deliverance from them; for, if he never did pre- 
vail with God againſt theſe, they will prevail and 
overcome him. But the kingdom of God, or the 
empire of grace, or the ſuperabounding love and 
power of God, which is promiſed to overcome and 
ſubdue our. fins, doth ſuffer violence, and the violent, 
which are ſorely diſtreſſed, and cry without ceaſing, - 
who cannot reſt, nor will not give up, do take it by 
force, in ſpite of all the bulwarks and batteries that 
the devil caſts up to obſtruct us in the ſiege. Thoſe 
deceitful workers and warriors, which Paul examined 
and palmed upon the devil, were detected by this 
part of their examination; I will know, ſays Paul, 
not their fpeech, but" their power ; that is, what power 

they 
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they fad with God, and what power he had diſplayed 
in them; and what power had been communicated to 
others by them. To this touchſtone Jeremiah 
brought the legion of falſe prophets in his days, 
Jeremiah declared that Ifrael ſhould go into caprivity 
to Babylon, ard all the veſſels of the temple; fome 
of which were gone, and the reſt were to follow, 
Satan's agents propheſied a deliverance in two full 
years, and the reſtoration of all the veſſels then car- 
ried away. Jeremiah calls for 2 proof of their be- 
ing prophets by their power with God: But, if they 
ze prophets, and if the word of the Lord be with them, 
ket them now make interceſſion to the Lord of hoſts, 
that the veſſels which are left in the houſe of the Lord, 
end in the houſe of the king of Judah, and at Jeruſalem; 
go nt to Babylon. Jer. xxvii. 18. The prophet 
could not get them at thisz they were more expert 
in predictions than they were at petitions. | Beſides, 
Satan had ſuffered loſs by this kind of proof before; 
Elijah caught four hundred of his prophets i in this 
my on mount Carmel previous to this. wh 

An overcomer muſt be a believer; for who * bt 
* overtometh the cworld, but he that believeth that 
| Jeſus Chriſt is the jon of God? There is but one war 
that can be ſtrictly called a holy war; and but one 
teal religious fight, and that is the fight of faith, in 
which no infidel can fucceed, though he may engage, 
| becauſe he can only beat the air. Fight rhe good. fight 
"of faith,” lay hold on eternal life. But how can he en- 


| gage the oppoſers of faith's fight who has no faith to 
5 | 9 1 be 


(I 
be oppoſed ? And how can he fight to lay hold of 
eternal life in heaven, who hath no life of grace in his 
heart, nor life of glory in hope? The poor quickened 
ſoul that labours under wrath and bondage, and who 
believes in the juſtice of God, fights hard to lay hold 
of Chriſt by faith; and, when this is done, he en- 
gages in a continual fight to lay hold of a life of 
glory in heaven. So run I., ſaith Paul, but not at un- 
certainty ; fo fight I, but not like one that beats the air. 
And this warfare and our life end together; for, 
till death interfere, there is no diſcharge from this 
war; the death-bed decides the victory: I have 
fought à good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, J have 
kept the faith; henceforth there i is a crown of righteouſ= 
meſs laid up for me. 

Moreover, faith lays hold of the true riches, and 
is the confidence of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, Thus ſhe is beforehand 
with the victory, is ſure of the ſpoil, and always 
ſhares with certainty, by taking hold of the victory 
which Chriſt hath already obtained for us: Be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world. | 
But again. Faith always works by 1 for love 
is the banner under which ſhe fights, and love is 
with the parties on whoſe ſide ſhe fights: and it is 

the love of the great Sovereign that conſtrains us to 
engage in this myſterious war, and will conſtrain 
every good ſoldier to bear the fatigue of it; and 
ſurely we ſhall be more than n 1 * 
that bath loved us. | 
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Again. It they overcome Satan and Antichriſt, it 
muſt be done by ibe Blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their teſtimony, and by a love that is ftronger 
than death. Rev. xii. 11. Pardon, peace, life, juſti- 
fication from future puniſhment, and redemption 
from wrath, from the world, from all the evil of it, 
from death and the grave, by the blood of the Lamb, 
is great encouragement to fight. Moreover, by the 
blood of the Lamb we get a good conſcience, a good 
ſtate of health, and a good countenance ; and, ſhould | 
we contract guilt by a partial giving way, or faint 
retreat, the blood of the Lamb purges it away, fo 
that we do not fight under a load of guilt, and the 
dread of damnation, which at times will make the 
| moſt courageous men faint-hearted. 
Again. The ranſom of @ man's life is bis riches. And 
who will not fight for his whole eſtate? Beſides, 
every believer knows, that to turn his back upon 
Chriſt, and ſubmit to the devil and ſin, is couching 
down between two burdens, miſery in this life, and 
deſpair of the next; for he loſes both worlds. Be- 
ſides, the blood of the Lamb ſecures ſtrength equal 
to the day, and the preſence of the Lord himſelf. 
The believer is not his own, but his Lord's; and the 
Captain will not loſe his own men. e, 
The word of their teſtimony is a great encourage 
ment to fight. Truth makes us free, and is both 
ſhield and buckler; and the teſtimony of it in the 
heart is the Spirit of power that applied it, and that 


bears his witneſs to our election, juſtification, and. 
| adoption, 


— 
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adoption, through it; and loving God better than a 


miſerable life makes us more than conquerors in- 
deed. It was this that made Stephen's face ſhine 
when the ſtones were flying about his head. 

There is a war between the fleſh and the ſpirit; 
or between the law in the members and that in the 
mind; or between our in-bred corruptions and the 
grace of God: nor will all the fleſhly perfection in 
this world ever make peace between theſe two dif- 
ferent nations, and oppoſite parties, in the believer's 
heart. God proclaimed a war in Eden between the 
ſerpent and the woman; and between the generation 
of vipers united to the old ſerpent, and Chriſt and 
the choſen ſeed in him. God himſelf hath put en- 
mity between theſe; nor hath he ever appointed or 
inveſted any one with the office of a mediator, to 
ſtand in this gap. Chriſt came not upon any ſuch 
errand I came not to ſend peace upon earth, but 
rather diviſions; yea, to ſend a ſword and a fire be- 
tween theſe parties; and what will I do in future if 
it be already kindled? He that takes upon himſelf 
to remove this enmity, and to demoliſh this offence 
of the croſs, had his inveſtiture from the ſame god 
that the pope had his from; and we may ſay of him, 
as the Holy Ghoſt does of the other, that the dragon 
gave him his ſeat, his power, and great authority. 
Chriſt hath choſen us out of this world, and tells us 
that the world will hate us; yea, You ſhall be hated 
of all men for my name's ſake. But then thoſe that 
are labouring to remove theſe baunds which God 
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hath 3 between the wilderneſs and the Froitful 
field, are, in religion, as an amphibious creature is 
among the brute creation, which are ſometimes in 
the waters among the fiſh, and ſometimes on land 
among the beaſts. Theſe are ſhunned by both, and 
fit companions for neither; and ſo is the hypocrite : 
in the world he is not approved, becauſe he mimics 
the holy tongue; and in the church he 1s hated, be- 
- cauſe he is unfavoury ; none admire him but thoſe 
that ſpeak half Hebrew and half Aſhdod. 
But what is ſaid to us in the type and figure of 
| Sardis, no doubt reſpects the hour of temptation, by 
which the church hath been tried; and it looks to 
ſomething future, by which ſhe will be tried; for 
every church of the ſeven, and thoſe reprefented by 
| them, have their own particular trials; nor are theſe 
trials to be underſtood of the particular trials of pri- 
vate believers, but of ſuch trials as ſhall exerciſe the 
whole church, and all thoſe who rows to belong to 
n for Chriſt ſpeaks to the whole body, to thoſe 
that have a name to live, as well as to thoſe few 
names which have not defiled their garments. Now 
this hour of temptation hath exerciſed us all. It is 
called a temptation, becauſe every thing ſeemed to 
our view to run quite out of the uſual channel of 
Providence. It is the comfort of faith that Chriſt 
is king of nations, and king of Zion; but, when we 
ſee the devil let looſe upon us, and the baſeſt of all 
nations, and ſuch a general confederacy among ours. 
ſelves with them, our hearts were moved as the trees 
AZ 3 . 


5 6 

of the wood are moved, and as the houſe of David 
and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem were when they. 
heard that Syria was confederate with Ephraim. We 
had the preparations and threats of an infernal con- 
vention abroad, and a moſt damnable faction at 
home; ſo that we had work enough to keep our 
hearts from fear, and from fainting between the tails of 
theſe two ſmoking firebrands. Iſa. vii. 4. It looked 
as if the Lord of hoſts had reſigned his government, 
and turned us over into the hands of a fierce king, 
and a cruel lord: the devil and the convention are 
both theſe. We know that it is by Chriſt that kings 
reign, and princes decree juſtice ; but, when we ſaw 
one. throne fall, and another become vacant, and 
heard nothing from Baal's prophets but the imme- 
diate deſtruction of all the reſt, we might well won- 
der;.for, if the olive-tree give us up, and the vine be 
not ſuffered to govern, we know the bramble will: 


and not a. few, both at home and abroad, put their | 
truſt under that prickly ſhadow, fill a fire went. out 


of the cedars, and began Io conſume the bramble. Judges 
ix. 15. When Chriſt was inveſted with his offices, 
God laid the foundations of the earth, that he might 
plant the heavens, Iſa. li. 16; but, when we ſaw the 
foundations of the earth out of courſe, and the dark 
places of it full of the habitations of cruelty, we ſtag- 
gered, both at the work of God's hands, and at the 
word of his grace; for, if the foundations be de- 
ſtroyed, what ſhall the righteous do? By the ap- 
| Peek frowns of heaven, and the terrible fierce anger 
8 of 
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of men, God . to turn us to d ; but one 
ſmiling providence ſaid, Return, ye children of nen. 
Then judgment, which ſeemed to favour the wicked, 
returned unto righteouſneſs, and the upright in heart 
were glad enough, both to ſee it and follow it. 
What made this temptation the more complicated 
was, the ſudden ſpring of a copious crop of, tares, 
We were all on a fudden ſwarming alive with pro- 
phets; and many, who never had one ray of light 
into divine revelation, ſaw wonders in the womb of 
providence; bur they propheſied nothing good to 
the quiet of the land, God was but a little dif- 
pleaſed, but theſe helped forward the calamity. In 
a former reign, which ſtunk of popery, the two 
points of doctrine then in uſe were, paſſive obedience | 
and non- reſiſtance; but in our day, under a prince 
that leaveth the King of kings to reign and rule un- 
| moleſted in the conſcience, we have heard of two 
more—the rights of man, and the majeſty of a mob; 
and under theſe two heads, fin and death have reigned, 
till millions have loſt their property, and tens of 
thouſands have loſt their lives. But Tom Paine 
gave the word, and great was the company that pub- 
liſhed it. Thoufands fled to America to eſcape the 
threatened deſtruction; and thoſe that tarried at 
home ſaw the ſalvation of o 
The touchſtone of this hour of temptation always 
appeared to me to be this: Thoſe who had received 
the ſpirit bf French liberty i in the power of Satan 
(which always accompanied it) ſoon. ſpake as this 
| 5 b ſpirit 


. 

ſpirit gave them utterance. Nothing was to be 
heard but reviling the gods, ſpeaking evil of rulers, 
laughing at authority, caſting off all fear of God, 


and debaſing the king; reſiſting the ordinance of 
God, and hoping for a temporal deliverance from all 


ſuperiors. Surely the old ſerpent caſt this water out 


of his mouth like a flood, to cauſe the bride, the, 
Lamb's wife, to be carried away with the flood: but 
the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened 
her mouth, and received the waters of the flood; for 
not the broken and contrite, not the heavenly- 


minded ſoul, but thoſe that were earthly, ſenſual, and 


-deviliſh, and only they, found a ſweetneſs in theſe 
bitter waters: and it is true that many died of theſe 
waters, becauſe they were made bitter. Hence we 
ſee, thut neither the doctrines nor the politics of de- 
vils can work effectually in the ſouls of the righteous; 


only in them that periſh. - 


By this hour of temptation God tried thouſands 
that were under the oaths of allegiance, and not a 
few who had ſubſcribed the articles of the eſtabliſhed 
church, that we might ſee what reſtraint oaths and 
ſubſcriptions have upon the conſciences of hypo- 
crites; and in this balance many of high degree were 
found to be a lie, and thoſe of low degree vanity. 

But thoſe whom the grace of God had exalted to 


ſafety, were kept by the power of God. N was 


the patience and faith of the ſaints. 
The great heat of this hour of cemptation is 
_— for, what with hanging, * and 
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going to America, God is cauſing the evil ſpirits to 
paſs out of the land; and, when he hath ſcattered 
theſe kings from it, I hope it will be as white as the 
' ſnow in Salmon. It hath been our lot to live in the 
age of reaſon, in which ſuch numbers have loft their 
ſenſes, ſome their ſouls, and many all their religion. 
But, for the elect's ſake, the Lord hath ſhortened the 
days of this unreaſonable age. / 

This hour of temptation was moſt remarkable for 
the conjunction that appeared in it. Every one that 
drank into the gall of bitterneſs, whether at home or 
abroad, were all ſoon cemented together in one ſolid 
bond of iniquity. Little was heard of but the cor- 
reſponding ſocieties; and, to make this league with . 
death, and this covenant with hell, the more firm, 
it was ratified with the facred oath of God. By the 
means of this firm compact ſome were emboldened 
to ſhed much innocent blood; while many, who 
were unfaithful both to God and mammon, crept 
into corners, and bid them God ſpeed; others ſhouted 
at their victories, and ſome mourned at their ill fate: 
and by theſe means God brought them in heirs, and 
Joint heirs, in the guilt of all the blood ſhed abroad, 
and of all the rebellion at home, as ſure as the 
builders of the prophets? ſepulchres ſhared with Cain 
in the blood of Abel. One woe is N and behold 
there come two Woes more bereafter. ko 
- The next enemy that we ſhall have to overcome 


_ afiertheſe four winds upon the great ſea have ended 


their preſent ſtrife, will beofa different nature from 
| this, 


% 


this. In this war between Michael and thi dragon, 
the dragon hath appeared in his ancient hue, which 
is red, agreeable to his ancient character, that of 'a 
murderer from the beginuing. But Satan, as well as a 
Frenchman, can both fawn and fight. His next ap- 
pearance will not be that of a- warrior, but of a 
nr # not with fire and ſword, but with trap and 
net. We read of a certain beaſt that hath long made 
| r with the ſaints, and who hath a great work to 
accompliſh in a little time; which work is, zo /catter 
the power of the holy people, which will bring Zion to 
her laſt furnace of affliction, and antichriſt to his laſt 
triumph. Dan. xii. 7. After this the Gentiles” let, 
and the Jews' fumdling-block, will be removed, and 
the hoary head of the man of fin will go down to the 
grave in blood, while ſorrow and ſighing within the 
walls of Zion will be heard no more. When this red 
dragon is deſtroyed, the woman with child will caſt 
out her ſorrows, and a nation ſhall be born at once. 
There is an outer court, that lies crooked with the 
angel's reed, which 1s not to be meaſured. Rev. xi. 1, 2. 
The church, which Chriſt hath purchaſed with his 
own blood, is called the temple of the Holy Ghoſt; - 
as God hath faid, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them. This is God's houſe, let the materials of it 
be of what ſect or party they may. Then what 
can the outer court be but ſuch as compaſs their 
Maker about with lies and deceit; who draw near 
to him with their lips, while their hearts are far from 


him! FILES gain over theſe to the ſon of e is 
e the 
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the work | which is now on the wheels; and look 


_ Whicheyer way you will you may ſee it. The laſt 


blaſt of God upon the continent has ſcattered the 
emigrants into all winds; and, while ſome of our 


watchmen ſleep, theſe ſow tares, which ſpring up 


apace ; while the baſtard race, which are neareſt the 
holy place, (I mean ſuch as have eſcaped the rod 
of God, and the forcible application of truth;) theſe 
are meeting them half way. I have always conſi- 


dered the leader of the Arminians a true ſervant of 
the pope, and the ſon of his handmaid, I mean the 


whore of Babylon; yea, the model of his daubed 


wall came' from Rome. Female claſſes and their 


leaders were taken from the nuns and-their mother 


abbeſſes; men claſſes and their leaders from the 
monks and their ſuperiors ; and the other bands, per- 
fect og ſelect, from the different orders of monks, 
friars, and nuns. And, as for the foundation article, 
juſtification by works, they all meet and centre in 


this. And the works of ſupererogation, and that of 


ſiuleſs perfection, both amount to one and the ſame 
lie; and we know that no lie is of the truth; and, as 
they agree in the foundation. and fuperftructure, fo 


are they cemented in one ſpirit; for neither the one 


nor the other can endure to hear of the ſovereignty 
of God, nor of his electing grace among the chil - 


— > 


dren of men. Hence we hear of little elſe now but 


eonfederacies and coalitions ; Arians, Socinians, Sa- | 
bellians, Arminians, and thoſe-who have for ſome time 


_— the truth in ne are now all collecting 


WY into 
1 * * ” 


s 2. 41 ) 
into one heap of nh; which will, ere long, be 
uſed to build up and complete the tower of Babylon. 
The election of God, which chooſes us out of the 
world; his holy call, which ſeparates us from it; the. 
application of Chriſt's blood, which redeems us from 
among men; and the operations of his Spirit, which 
make us to differ from them; yea, the whole offence of 
the croſs, and the diſcrimination of the grace of God; 
is now called, even by doors, © walls of bigotry ;?? 
which, with reſpe& to ſuch doors and the world, 
may be true, but not with reſpect to God's ele and 
the world; for they are choſen out of it, nor are they 
of it. Upon this ground the whore of Babylon will 
flouriſh; for, as ſoon as theſe heavy calamities are 
over, the whole bulk of the papiſts which have ſuf- | 
fered will be called upon by the prieſts to reflect 
upon the judgments which have been on thg earth; 
and, inſtead of telling the truth, that God ſent theſe - 
zudgments on the continent to avenge the blood. of 
his ſaints which hath been ſhed there, they will tell 
them it is for ill-treating Chriſt's vicar, for neglect- 
ing the mals, deſpiſing the images, and lighthy eſteem- 
ing the religion, of the holy ſee. And, as the devil 
ſpeaks theſe lies by the prieſts, ſo he will blind the 
eyes of the credulous that they ſhall not ſee them, 
but believe them; and by theſe means will that god- 
deſs riſe to boaſt that Hoe fits as à queen, and ſhall ſee 
no more ſorrow, neither widowbood, nor the toſs of cbit- 
aren, when both will overtake her in one day. 


We have * ſome time heard much about the 
want 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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want of more liberty to the catholics; and, though 


it hath been acknowledged that this cry was nothing 


but a pretext to overthrow the government, yet it is 
plain that the devil had a wheel within that wheels 


| for what he wants is, to bring the catholics into 


power; for / antichriſt will have ſome to. proteſt 


againſt him till he can accompliſb to ſcatter the power 
of the holy people. By which I do not underſtand the 
power of God, for who can ſcatter that? but the to- 


leration act; the protection of the civil powers in the 


different countries where God hath inclined the hearts 


\ of rulers to grant it. In this laſt onſet of Satan he 


had three engines at work againſt this impediment 
which lies in the way of antichriſt: one was, the 


cry for catholie emancipation; the other was, the 


rebellion; perjury, and ſedition, of ſome who were to- 
leraredgþy this act; and the third was, the confe- 
deracy of thoſe who, by uniting their forces together, 


ate paving the way for the man of ſin. They have 
made it manifeſt that their's was not the camp of the 
| Gints; bur, having enliſted themſelves into the per- 
fſect band, they are on their march toward the triple 

crown. The overcomer in my text muſt overcome l 

theſe; and I have no doubt but many will; for thoſe 
ro whom the Lord ſpeaks ith a ftrong hand, and whom 


be inftrufts, dare not walk in the way of this People, nor 


. A confederacy, with them, Iſa. viii. 11, 1 2. 


Hence it appears that popery is ſpreading both at 
home and abroad, and will ſpread, that the hypo- 


crites in our Zion "uy be gained over to the pa- 
e pits ; 


A 
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piſts; and the catholics muſt come into office, and 

into power, that the toleration acts may be univer- 
 fally taken away. Then ſhall the power of the holy 
people be ſcattered; the ſun ſha!l go down at noon, 
and the earth ſhall be darkened in the clear day. Then | 
will the holy of holies be ranſacked the third time, 
and the witneſſes for truth be lain. This will be the 
day of the great and laſt laughter, when the towers 
fall: Alas ! who ſhall live when the Lord doth this? : 

But after three years and a half the ſpirit of life 
from God deſcends, and a cloud of witneſſes once 
more appear for the God of Jacob, to raiſe up the 
city, which, till then, will be low, i in a low place. 

| And bleſſed will thoſe witneſſes be which will ſow be- 
h de all waters, and ſend fe thither the feet of the or 
and the afs. 

For near {es years al this preſent x oil be 
carrying on; but before 1870 it will be completed ; 5 
the golden city will ceaſe, when the papal ſun ſhall be 
turned into darkneſs, and the Turkifh moon into 
blood; then ſhall the former be confounded, and the 

* latter aſhamed before the Lord of Hoſts, who ſhall 
riſe to reign in mount Zion; when he will collect the 

_ fullneſs of the Gentiles, reſtore the preſerved of Hracl, 
and gather the diſperſed of Judah from the four cor- 
ners of the earth. And in this preſent interval is the 
denunciation of Heaven applicable ; ; But wa be to | © 

Bim that worſvippeth tbe beaſt. And it is plain that the 
cauſe of Satan's great wrath in the late hour of remp- 


tation was becauſe he knoweth that he .hath but a 
; 6 | 5 ſnort 


„ 8 
ſhort time; for the vial that is poured upon the po- 
piſh ſun leads on to that on the ſeat of the beaſt, which 


paſſes to the Turk, and ends upon the prince of the 
power of the air. Read Rev. xvi. 


But ſome, more wiſe than well read, have el 


that this cannot be the hour of temptation, becauſe it is 
. Not univerſal, ſo as to reach to all the inhabitants of 
the terraqueous globe, Let ſuch take the parallel 
texts which follow: there went out a decree from Ceſar 
Auguſtus, that all the world ſhould be taxed; (Luke 
vit. 1.) And the great dragon was caſt out, that old 
ſerpent called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth | 
the whole world. Rev. xii. 9. And all the world on- 
dered after the beaſt. Rev. xiii. 3. 155 o the firſt. text 
it may be replied, that none of the natives of America 
"were included in Auguſtus Czfar's taxation; nor did 


all the Mahometan nations wonder after the Romutſh 


beaſt, but fought againſt him and beat him, No 
more doth this hour of temptation extend itſelf to the 
Eaſt Indies, the Friendly Iſlands, Botany Bay, or 
New Holland, unleſs ſome of our diſaffected who 
trade there, or ſome rebels who are baniſhed, or the 6 
' miſſionaries, have ſpread it there, which I think. - 


2 J preſervation 1 will teach them to forbear; for, though 


d 


many here have changed their God for Tom-Paine's 


image of human reaſon, and others have cäſt off all | 
affection for their ſovereign, and aſcribed majeſty to 
themſelves; yet heathen nations ſeldom chan ge their 
. gods, which indeed are no gods; nor do they ſo readily 
caſt off all regard to their chiets, 


1 5 The 


CF | 
| The epiſtle out of which my text is taken, 
and the one which ſucceeds it, are directed to the 
angel of the church of Sardis, and to that of Phila- 
delphia, and to the two churches ſucceeding each 
other, which were typified by them; but is there any 
thing ſaid to theſe angels, or to the churches of Chriſt 
which they preſided over, that can be applicable to the 
American Indians, the rude Arabs, the natives of 
Negro-land, Lapland, or the Hottentots ? The con- 
tents of the epiſtle are reproofs, rebukes, and threat- 
enings, to them that have a name to live when dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins; and the approbationary and en- 
couraging parts of the epiſtle are directed to a few ſa- | 
cred names, who are clean from th&corruptions that 
are in the world through luſt, and from the ſpiritual 
pollutions of the whore of Babylon, which cannot 
have to do with the kingdoms of Benin ors Japan. 
This hour of temptation was ſent to diſcover the 
hearts of the hypocrites i in goſpel Zion; their diſaffec- 
tion to rulers, and their unruly ſpirits; the corruption 
of their hearts, their rotten principles, their per- 
gury, their preſumption in aſſuming the miniſterial 
office, and their craſtineſs and deception in it; that 
the godly might ſee them and ſhun them; and that 
| ſuch as have long called themſelves the Evangelical 
Aſſociation, might, by ſlow degrees, go over to the 
holy fee, And, on the other hand, Chriſt, by this 
trying hour, hath made manifeſt thoſe few to whom 
he hath: given an honeſt and good heart, that theſe 


might * to themſelves the encouragement that he 
| holds 


be ok 


holds "OT to them; and by being tried might appear 
the, brighter. And this end is now anſwered; thEdevil 
has got his chaff, and the fan will ſoon be laid aſide. | 


And the Saviour's concluding oration confirms what 


I have ſaid, and all the churches ſhall Know: he doth 
not ſay all the ſeed of Adam, but all the churches ſhall 
Hot that I am he which try the reins and the btarts, 
and I will give to every one of you according to your works, 
I muſt now paſs on to my ſecond head, Which i 1s to 
ſhew that the overcomer 

_Shall be clothed in white raiment. T bs FOR vs 
that temptations and fiery trials are, under the wiſe 
management of Iſrael's Holy One, of a purifying na- 
ture; becauſe God ſends them to ſtir up, diſcover and 
bring to light, and to our own feelings, the baſe metal 
that lies at the bottom, more or leſs of every choſen : 
veſſel; and that the operations of his Spirit may 
purge =" ſame, empty us of ſelf, and renew us 
more and more in the ſpirit of our minds. Moreover; 
in an hour of temptation like this, when the accuſer 
of the brethren was let looſe; when deſtruction rode 
in triumph; when anarchy ſtruggled for the reins; 
when hypocrites and abjects aſſumed the honour of 

majeſty; when many were ſwayed in their minds, and 

. thoſe who ſtood faſt had death preſented to them in 

a thouſand forms; when fleſh and blood urges all her 

_ pleas, ſtrengthened and ſeconded by carnal reaſon and 8 
unbelief; when all the dreadful conſequences of apoſ- 4 
taſy and a denial of Chriſt be conſidered and imagin- : 

ed; here is a long lingering martyrdom, a dying daily, 

| till 


ti a» 


till cabgiſlon to the will of God take dane and the 
mind is at a point, and the fears and doubts be re- 
moved by the Holy Spirit of God, and a fellowſhip 
with Chritt in his ſufferings be felt, and the mind be 
made conformable unto his death. A ſoul that has 
felt the pains of hell and the joys of heaven, and had 
the honour of Chriſt at heart, had not a few of theſe 
workings in his mind ; as for the time-ſerver, he can 
warp to the ſtrongeſt ſide, and hold the vicarage of 
Bray to the end. However, theſe trials, and falls into 
trouble, temptation, and. diſtreſs, are intended by our 
good God to purify us; and fo it is written; And Jome 


of them of underſianding ſhall fall to try them, to purge; 


and to make them tohite, even to the time of the end; Dan. 
xi. 35; and ſome that have been tried or: late do 
walk with Chriſt in white. 22 
Again, white linen raiment was always the garments 

of God's prieſts; the ephod in which they drew near 


to him was made of white linen. Hence this white 


raiment is expreſſive of their prieſtly office, of their 
belonging to the royal prieſthood, and of their having 
nearneſs and acceſs to him, and of their honeſt con- 
feſions, prayers, praiſes, thank offerings, and every . 
other ſpiricual ſacrifice being acceptable, well pleaſ- 
ing, and delightful to him; and walking with him 
ſhews his great condeſcenſion and familiarity, in ad- 
mitting ſuch poor creatures to have any fellowſhip, 
intimacy, or communion, with him. | 

Again, this white raiment is the ſaint's wedding | 


* that juſtifies us | freely from all things, and 
NO 


7 
C8 7 
which will procure our admittance into thg ivory 
palace. Hence Zion's triumph; I wil rejoice in the 
Lord, my foal ſhall be joyful in my Goa, for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of ſa vation; he hath covered me 
with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh 
bimſelf with . ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf 
with. her jewels. Here Zion confeſſes that it was her 
God that clothed her withthis garment, and her Lord 
who covered her with this robe. Nor can it be ſup- 
poſed that the King of kings would take a poor wretch 
from the duſt, and. lift a beggar from the dunghill, 
and eſpouſe her to himſelf, and take her home to his 
I Ivory palace, or manſion of glory, covered with no- 
| BY thing but her own rags and tatters ; and yet we ſee 
: that neither the Arminians nor the Papiſts truſt in 
any other. But, if all Zion's own righteouſneſſes 
were bur filthy rags, then what muſt their's be ? Be- 
ſides, - the white raiment of | Chriſt's, ſpouſe is the 
Lord's grant, not the work of her own hands; and 
ſo it follows; Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 50. 
, n0Kr to. him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
bis wife hath made herſelf ready. And to her was grant. 
ed that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white ; for the fine linen is he ; righteouſneſs of the ſaints, 
Rev. xix. 7, 8. Hence it appears that ſouls who 5 
walk with him in white are eſpouſed to him, and are 
in union with him; fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his 
bone; and are joined to him, and one Ipirtt, with 
Ef - ou. 
| © Once more. 1. | was A cuſtom. in the Fa coun- 
| 55 tries 


— # ” S '> * 
: + © © 4% ' 
* * p—_—__ 
* 1 b 
/ / & N ” 


| (49 ) 
tries, for overcomers in games, particular perſons at 
feaſts, and on days of great rejoicings, to be clothed 
in white raiment. And to this agrees my text, that 
the overcomers ſhall walk in white ; and at our feaſts 
the wedding garment muſt be worn, for it is well 
known that the king caſt him from among, his gueſts 
that had not on a wedding garment ; 201 | befor 
told you that the cauſe of Zion's joy was, becauſe her 
Lord had covered her with the robe of righteouſ- 
neſs, 


Moreover, this walking with FE Lord i in white 


| denotes their innocency ; they were cleah through 
the word that he had ſpoken unto them; they were 
complete in him; all fair and without ſpot2 for ſuch 
a character he gives his church in one of his love- 
ſpeeches in the holy ſong, Nor is this walking with 
him in white confined to this preſent world; but ſhe 
will appear in this robe on the throne at the grand aſ- 
ſize, and walk with him in the realms of bliſs, and 
ſhare in his glory, titles, majeſty, and honours, i in the 
world to come, and that to all eternity. 


4% Tail nat blot tat. bis mand ont of the: buck, 9 


le. This clauſe at firſt ſight appears ſtrange, becauſe 
of the ſtability of the covenant; the promiſes of it 
being all yea and amen in Chriſt; and becauſe of the 
faithfulneſs. of God, whoſe counſels of old are faith- 


fulneſs and truth; and becauſe. of the ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt, the juſtice and immutability of God, and of 


the promiſe being ſure to all the ſeed. For, if by 


_ this book of life we are to underſtand God s, decree. 
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and to whom we e given, in whom we were 
ever loved, and in whom God, that cannot lie, 


35 
Fg, 


according to the promiſe of eternal life, which he 


gave us in Chriſt before the foundation of the world; 


/ ps 


3 


Je he ordained us to it, and ſent his dear Son to give : ; 


it; and he hath broughr that life and immortality to 5 


light by the goſpel. This is God's decree, and it is 


confirmed by an oath, that the heirs of promiſe might 


haye a ſtrong conſolation ariſing from the certainty of 


their enjoyment of it. Could this decree, oath, and 


promiſe, fail; could o one ſingle name included it in that 


dectee, or recorded in the divine mind, memory, and 


love, be blotted out; we ſhould ſtand in jeopardy every ; 
hour, nor would there be much cauſe for us t to re. 


Joice becauſe our names are written in beaven. 


Beſides, the Holy Spirit never dictates one petition 


in the heart of the righteous againſt. blotti n 8 oe | 


names out of God's decrte of election, which he moſt 


certainly would if there was tlie leaſt poi * 


danger of it, for he featches the deep hath 
and makes intercedmon for bs. K 7 


19 " 
ike 


* A is called the Lamb's book öf lk. There 5 


is the book of providence, in which all creatures that | 


Te, move, and have their being, f ſtand, as it is written; 5 
for. "Jet Jeroen days, and * will cauſe it to Yai upon "the : 
earth farty days and Forty Ai tg and every Bonn g ſub < 


france that I babe made will 7 45 Pay (blot out) from : 
"off the © face of the earth.© Gen. vii. 4. Moſes de- 


ſired 


„ 


* gr ) 
e his name blotted out of God's book, 


unleſs he would forgive the idolatry of Iſrael; and 


God's anſwer to him is, . boſoever hath finned againſt 
me, Bim will I blot. out of my book. Exodus xxxii. 33. 


It is plain, alſo, that there is a book of this preſent 


life, which is ſaid to be not on high, but under heaven; 


where eaithly creatures live. Thou ſnalt blot out the 


name of Amalek from under heaven; thou ſnalt not 
forget it. Deut. xxv. 19. Again, Let me alone, 
that Inay deſtroy them, and blot out their name from 
under heaven : and I ui make of thee d great nations 
Deut. i x. 14. But neither of theſe. books are in- 


tended in my text. Whatever bock is meant, it cer- 
tainly reſpects not the - ſew. names in Sardis which f 


ſhall walk with Chriſt an white, but thoſe that have 


a name to: live while | they-; are dead. But then what 


book of life can dead lifeleſs hypocrites have their 
lames in? Not in the book of election; for all per- 


2 who have their names there are ordained to 
eternal life, and God is the covenant God of them 


all J will be their God, and they ſhall be my people: 


but theſe referred to in my text have only a name to 
live, but are dead; and God is not Wy God 4 the dead, 


but of,, the living.. 
The holy - rol are tha 355 of Au as _ as 


election. Search the ſcriptures, for in them you think 
you have eternal life; and they are they which teſtify 
of me, the promiſe of life: and Chriſt's word, which 
is ſpirit and life, is found in them. In this book 


oF iſ we have the number of all the children of Iſ. 
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rael that came out of Egypt; but they ſinned griev<_ 
ouſly againſt God, tempted him and provoked him, 
until he blotted them all out of his book, except thoſe 
whofe names ſtood in the book of election. For, 
' when Moſes numbered them the ſecond time, none 
were found alive of that evil generation, ſave Joſhua 
and Caleb; theſe did not Wen ; he only ns 
them that believed not. 7 
Judas ſtands enrolled among the apoſtles ; ws 
when he ſold his Maſter, he is ſtiled the traitor; and, 
another taking his office, his former office character 
was blotted out. The fools that took no oil in their 
veſſels are called virgins; but they are bid to depart., 
and called workers of iniquity : this blots the former 
name out. The antediluvian profeſſors are tiled the 
ſons of God; but, when luſt-prompred them to marry 
with the curſed race of Cain, God ſaw that their 
; wickedneſs was great, and he deſtroyed them; and 


they were ungodly men, and no other, that were de- 


ſtroyed, for God brought in the flood upon the world of 
the ungodly. When they are ſtiled wicked and ungodly, 

their former nominal titles are blotted out. And 
ſo the children of Iſrael have the following names 
ſtanding in the ſcriptures of truth: Ammi, my people: 
Rubamab, having obtained mercy: but Lo-ammi and 

Lo-rubamab blots the former out; and ſo ſays God, For 


ye are not my people, and I will not be your God. 


Again, She js not my wife, neither am I her huſband. 
Read Hoſea, chap. i. ii. This divorcing, putting 


* * of names, and blotting out, took EY 


Place 


Co 3 


fins when the Jews had filed up the meaſure of 
their ſins by perſecuting, rejecting, and murdering, 
the Son of God and his apoſtles, when the king- 
dom was taken from them and given to the Gentiles ; 
and this is expreſsly called blotting them out of the 
book of the living, as it is written; They gave me 
alſo gall for my meat, and in my thirſt they gave me vi- 
negar to drink. Let their table become a ſnare before 
them ; and that which ſhould have been for their wel- 
fare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be darkened, 
that they fee not; and make their loins continually to 
ſhake. Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy 
wrarhful anger take hold of them. Let their habitation 
be deſolate, and let none dwell in their tents, For they 
perſecute him whom thou haſt ſmitten, and talk to the 
grief of thoſe whom thou haſt wounded. Add iniquity to 
their iniquity ; and let them not come into thy righteouſ- 
meſs. Let thens be blotted out of the book of the living, 
and not be written with the righteous. . Pſalm Ixix. 
Now, in the matter before us, this epiſtle is written to 
a church under the type of Sardis, A church is 
the houſehold of faith, or a congregated body of be- 
lieving ſouls; and all that believe are paſſed from 
death to life; yea he that believeth hath everlaſting life, 
and ſhall live, and muſt live; for the juſt ſhall live 
by faith, The word church includes the whole of 
them; and they have not only the name church put 
ypon them in this epiſtle, but a living name, 4 name 
to live, but thou art dead; the laſt word, dead, blots 


out and diſannuls the name live, And ſo they are 
D 3 conſidered 


IT 


ted by us: we do not conſider Judas in his 
Proſeſſing name, nor in his apoſtolic office, but as the 
traitor, and ſon of perdition; and ſo we conſider. all 
ing to what they were in their profeſſion, but accord- 
ing to their real character when God made them ma- 
nifeſt. Hence the name Iſrael. in the beſt ſenſe 1s 
no denied to the poſterity of Jacob They are: not 

| all Iſrael which are of Iſrael. This name is now put 
upon the Gentile church. Read If. xciv. 5. And ſo 
the name Jew is not now allowed to them; 7 know 
the Aaſpbemy of them which ſay they are Jewr, and are 
not, but do lie; I will make them of the ſynagogue of 
Satan. The latter name blots out, makes void, and 
diſannuls, the former altog gether; for the name Jew. is a 
ſacred name, and i in the beſt ſenſe applicable. to none 
; but to a real ſubject of the Kipg of the Jews; 1 for he 
is not a Jew which is one outwardly, but be is a Jew 
which is one imwardy. And not a few {| poken to, and 
Dointed out, in this epiſtle, have had their names blot- 
red out by the diſcovery that Chriſt hath made of 
them i in this hour of temptation. Many, who before 
were looked upon to be upright men, and lively mi- 
niſters of the word, were ſoon diſcoyered to be guilty 
of perjury, in inſurrection, and rebellion, againſt both 
God and the king ; : fins which Chriſt neyer ſuffered 
one of his apoſtles to be, guilty of, or fall i into: ſo far 
from it, that the Holy Spirit, which ſpake in them, 
oy commanded. every foul that profeſſed Chriſt to be 
TE ſubject to the * e to N e to 
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ens honour the- king; to be ſubject not 
only ſor wrath, but for conſcience ſake: yea, theſe 
- . warned the unruly, and vehemently exchimed againſt 
185 thoſe that were ſelf-willed, pre ſumptuous, and not 
afraid to ſpeak evil of. dignities. But. many of ours, 
who had a name to live, have quite broken the yoke, 
and burſt the bands; and Chriſt in this epiſtle has 
blotted out their name, which was but a name to live, 
and has put them upon another liſt, in the eyes of 
his people; not among the killed and wounded, but 
among the dead, who never had the Spirit of life in 
them; and their flocks are gone with. them. God 
hath taken away their names out of the book of life, 
out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
-- written in this book. Rev. xxii. 19. For their 
name, whether in the eity or in the book, is only a 


name to live. Hence it appears that this book of life 


is the _ eas of God, _ Re of - "TIO 
F proceed. a 1 85 

Are not mY [Ong of with written on the 
: 8 and put into the hearts, of God's ſaints? Does 
he not promiſe that the new covenant and the bleff- 
ings of it ſhall be experienced by his people in the 
pardon of their ſins, and be written on their minds, 
-and-on-the fleſhly tables of their hearts, ſo as to make 
them living epiſtles, known and read of al} men? Yea, 
the ſame Spirit that dictated the feriptures, and inſpired 
holy men to write them, Paul ſays, writes the ſame 
on our hearts. Ve are our epiſtles, written not with 
5 ink; but with the Spirit of the 28 God ; not on 
e : D. 4 K aubles 
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tables of ſtone, but on the fleſhly tables of the ws; | 
And not a few who have had their names written here 
in this book, in theſe living epiſtles, and who have had 
a place in their mind; judgment, memory, conſcience, 
heart, and affections; of whom we could fay, and 
have ſaid, as Paul did, Ze are in aur hearts io die and 
live with you. But God blots many out of this book 


of life: and it is to be remarked, that it is common 


among men, when they diſcover a perſon to be a 
different man from what they once thought, to ſay, 
« He, or ſuch an one, is quite out of my books.” Nor, 
could Paul ſay of Alexander the copperſmith, Demas, 


Philetus, Hermogenes, and Hymeneus, that theſe 


were in his heart to live and die with them ? No, God 


had made them manifeſt that they were no true fel- 


low-labourers, or yoke-fellows, with Paul. God 
blotted out the above names from his book, and from 
the heart and affection of his faithful ſervant Paul. 


And ſo it is in this epiſtle written to us; many by ſub. 


ſcribing the articles of the eſtabliſhment, and then 


Joining with them that hate the truth, are diſcovered 


by the word of God, and by their own conduct, to 
be none of them that love the truth and peace, ar wha 
received the truth in the love af it; for not ſuch, but 
thoſe that do not receive the truth in the love of it, 


wall be given up to ſtrong deluſions, to believe a lie 


and be damned, A real child of God will hold faſt 
that which he hath till Chriſt come; for it is he wha 
keeps the Word of his patience that he will keep from 


the hour of Tn: and it is they who keep 


ö | _ 


LE 


Chriſt's ſayings, and only they, - that wall never 
ſee death. Theſe are blotted out of the book of 
the facred ſcriptures, where their name to live 
ſtood; and this epiſtle declares them dead; and 
the Lord's manifeſtation of them ſhews us where to 
apply his declaration of them. And God will make 
them that are not his work themſelves out of his 
children's books too; for, when they exhibit their 
pride, ſtiffneſs, ſtubbornneſs, and inflexibility, before 
the word of truth, that they will neither bow, yield nor 
ſubmit to divine revelation, and the will of God made 
known therein, we know by our own experience where 
they are; for neither the unruly, preſumptuous, nor 
rebellious, ſtand on the lift of God's obedient ones, 
but they divell in a dry land. And he will blot them 
out of the affections and prayers of his people, how- 
ever painful it may be; as we ſee in Samuel. Saul 
had a ſtrong ſtanding in the heart and in the prayers 
of Samuel; yea, he mourned for Saul, even till God 
rebuked him for it. And the Lord ſaid to Samuel, How | 
Jong wilt thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have rejected bim? 
Saul had turned his back upon the word of God, and 
| had not kept that which the Lord had committed 
to him when he ſent him againſt Amalek; for . 
which a heavy charge was brought in againſt him, for 
he had refuſed God's orders, and followed his own will, 
as appears by the charge following: | 
Aud Samuel ſaid, Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt-offerings and ſacrifices as in abeying the voice of 
ſbe Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than ſacrifice, and 


( 2 5 
ts bearlen than the fat of Sy For rebellion is as 
the Jin of witchcraft, and fubbornneſs is as iniquity and 
© idolatry, Becauſe thou baſt rejected the word of the 


Tord, be hath alſo rejected thee from being king. 1 Sam. 
xv. 23. Aſter this, all Samuel's affections and mourn= 


ings to God for him were of no avail; nor did God 


ever after hear or anſwer his own prayer, either by 
dream, viſion, or prophet; but an evil ſpirit from 
_ the Lord was ſoon ſent upon him, which influenced 
him with a murdering diſpoſition, till he killed all the 

Lord's prieſts at Noph, and ſought the life of Da- 


Vid, and went from bad to worſe; firſt to inquire of 


the witch of Endor, and from that to ſuicide; and 
next to the devil; ; for no murderer hath: eternal life 
abiding in him, 1 John iii. 15. Thus doth God blot 

the diſobedient out from under heaven by death, .and. 

out of the holy ſcriptures, and from any part in that 
which is written therein, when he makes them mani- 

feſt, and out of the hearts and affections of his chik- | 

dren, however beloved by them. Nor have I a 
ſingle doubt upon my mind but that this whole epiſ- 
tle, out of which my text is taken, ſpeaks to us; and 
I believe in my conſcience that God hath given me 
the true ſenſe of the Holy Spirit in what I have 
. written, upon the ſubject; and that the whole is ap- 
plicable to thoſe whom God hath OG; and to 
whom the Lord himſelf applies it. 

But this ſhall never be the: caſe of God'aelefs, of 
the few: ſacred names in. Sardis who. have not defiled 
their * no; * * * with Chriſt in 


5 „„ White; 
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white; and 1 will not, faith the Lord, blot their names 
out of the book of life. - No; not out of the book of 
| God's decree to life, for they are ordained to eternal 
life; nor out of the ſcriptures of truth, for they have 
a good report of the truth itſelf, therefore their feed 
and their name ſha!l remain there; nor out of the book 
of God's remembrance, for the righteous ſnall be 
had in everlaſting remembrance; nor out of the 
hearts of the ſaints, for they are in one bond of love; ; 
nor out of the conſcience of ſinners, for God makes 
them manifeſt there, as may be ſeen by the fooliſh vir- 
gins. applying to them for oil when their own lamps 
went out; and in their conſciences they ſhall abide as 
a witneſs againſt them for their enmity, and that even 
in hell itſelf I will not blot his name out of the 
book of life, 

But I will confeſs his name before my F. ather, and be- 
fore his angels. This is oppoſed to diſowning, dif- | 
approving, and denying, a ſinner at the laſt day; 
which lies in theſe words, Depart from me, I know 
you not. This ſhall not be the caſe with the few 
names in Sardis : : no; I will confeſs them before my 
Father; I will own them, and acknowledge them; 
I will accept them, and embrace them; I will ap- 
plaud them for their faithful adherence to me and 
my truth; and I will preſent them to my Father with 
a © Behold me, and the children which thou haſt 
given me.” Yea, I will ſhew you plainly of the F "= 
ther, and he will accept and bleſs you, and glorify 


Toy 1 in _ __ with me, and * ſhall be made per- 
. 8 7 5 fect 


| fet in one. And I will confeſs you before the ans 


gels of heaven as my faithful followers and ſervants, 


who have ſuffered much diſhonour, diſgrace, and re- 


proach, for my fake, and who have come through 
great tribulation; and they ſhall own and honour you 
as the heirs of glory, and as my ſpouſe and bride, 


and ſhout and rejoice when you ſhall enter the 


royal palace. Thus will the Lord confeſs his faith, 
ful followers. And what he fays is affectionate and 


fervent, in truth and ſincerity, and may be ſafely de- 


pended upon and expected when a few more 2 2 


are rolled over our heads. 


The Lord bleſs what hath been poken I add ; 


r 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Tur I may ſhew my reader what I now ſee, 
and what is going on in the world, as far as relates 
to the church of God, I will offer him my thoughts! 
in a ſmall compaſs, that he may take them in one- 

view, and be upon his guard. Ag 

We have an account in Daniel of a fourth wt 
a mot terrible creature, with ten horns on its head. 
Dan. vii. 7. This is the laſt kingdom that is to be 
on the earth, or the laſt great empire. Dan. vii. 23. 
This is the Roman empire, divided into ten king - 
doms; and the little horn among them is the pope, 
who roſe up among the ten kings, and at the ſame 
time. Dan. vii. 20. Before this little horn three fell, 
Dan. vii. 8; which three little powers were ſub- 
dued by Pepin and Charlemagne, kings of France, 
and given to the pope; which gift furniſhed his head 
with the triple crown. This little horn is to — 
known, 

1. By his exalting himſelf above all e 
kings, or rulers, which the ſcriptures ſtile gods. He 
ſhall exalt himſelf and mognily bimſelf r every 
god. Dan. xi. 36. 5 

2. By forbidding to marry. He ſhall not regard . 
the deſire of Women, Mr. Mead ſays it is 4wiving., 


_ 
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3. He is to be ſingled out by fighting againſt the 
people of God. I beheld, and the ſame horn made 
war with the ſaints, and prevailed againſt them. Dan. 
vii. 27; 7 | | 
From the time of this horn's ſpeaking oreat chimp, 
and warring with the ſaints, to his final deſtruction, 
is What Datlicl:wanted-to:know: "How: lung Hall it be 
to iht end of! theſe\ wonders ? The anſwer given fol- 
lows: And the man: clothed in linen lift up his right' 
bund and lit hand to beaven, and fwvare' by him that. 
liveth for ever, > it CEN be . a den _ ws 
a Dag, Dan. xii. 77 . 
Beſore the en of tis W term wie 
it iu dx à tinge f trouble, ſuch as never: was" fints iber 
8s. ai nation ta that” fame time. Dan. xii- 1. In the 
beginning of this time of trouble he. Gall eattert the. 
Poeten ofi' thei buly puuple. Dan. xii. 7. When this 
pawet is fcartered; no arm ſball withſtand; neither ſhall 
this chef prople! inland; neither pull there be. uny. 
Arurgiloto cini, Dan. $i, 15. But what: appears 
the mot aſtoniſhing is, that ſome ſimple ſouls; real 
parrakers of grace, ſhall be ſo fat influenced and 
_ blinded, by the univerſal apoſtaſy of profeſſing hypo- | 
crites, that even they ſhall contribute not a little to- 
wards this time of Jacob's trouble! This is con- 
firmed both by the Old Teſtament and the New: 
He' fall birve upright” ones with bim; a little daughter | 
of Zion ſhall be Corrupted, of which an ancient prin 
cCeſs was a type; but e fall no not Band lung on his fide, 


either be for _ Dan. xi. 17 for her everlaſting 
n 5 - N Father 


* 
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Father ſhall: Rec her a timely call from thence: rd al 
I beard another voice from heaven; ſaying, Come out of 
ber, my people, that ye be not "partakers of ber fins, and 
that ye recteius not ber plagues. Rev. xvitl, 44 
But the hypocrites in our Zion ſhall be the greateſt 
promoters of this. laſt calamity. Theſe, being proud 
and haughty, and wiſe in their own conceit, ſhall ſe- 
duce the above ſimple ones, and influence them with 
a ſpirit of rebellion and diſaffection, and plunder them 
of their tenderneſs and reverence of Chtiſt and his 


word: Alſo the robbers of thy people ſhall exalt then 
feldes 70 ab 5 the viſion, but they ſhall fall. Dan. xi. i 4. 
The New Teſtament deſcribes theſe robbers. thus: 
For the tiene weill come when they will not mdure ſound 
defirine; : but after their « 0201 Tufts ſhall they heap to them- 
Alves teachers, having itching « ears; and they ſhall fury 
away their ears from the truth, and fall be turned unto 
fables, *: 2 Tim. i iv. 4. This time is come, and all 
theſe things have taken place:  Neverthals, the pes 
ple that he their God ſhall. 2 Prong EY and 4⸗⁰ exploits. 
Dan. xi. . 850 
In this approachin g Hm: of unparalleled 22 0 
"Michael, the great prince, and up, which ſtands for his 
People. Dan. xii. 1. He ſhall riſe from his throne, 
and ſtand” up, as he did at the time of Stephen's 
trial; and the heavens ſhall open, as they did. then, : 
and the ſkies ſhall begin to pour down righteouſneſs, 
th. xlv. 8 He ſhall ſtand up, during the time of 
this next confi, and exert himſelf ; in behalf of his | 
"faints: : as ſoon as the power of his people is all | gone, 


2 | and 
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and they are worn out, overcome, and prevailed 
againſt ; then ſhall Chriſt ſtand up, and execute 
judgment on the murderers of bis people, and 
vindicate and juſtify the righteous z and ſhall de- 
ſtroy all his enemies, and eſtabliſh the kingdoms 
of this world in the hands of his ſaints; and ſo it is 
written, I bebeld, and the ſame born made war with the 
Saints, and prevailed againſt them, until the Ancient of 
Days came, and judgment was given to the ſaints of the 
Moſt High; and the time came that the on Poſſeſſad the 


| kingdom. Dan. vii. 21, 22. 
This prevailing againſt the ſaints i 18 not t to be un 


derſtood of their being ſubjected to popery, but of 
their being deprived of all civil power, and of their 
being ſlain or ſilenced, and ſo deprived of all public 
worſhip, which will continue three years and an half. 
They ſhall lie flain as many days as popery hath 
reigned years, But from the damnable deception of 
popery, and from the damnation that it expoſes ſin- 
ners to, and out of this laſt perilous time of trouble, 
ſhall- all the elect of God be moſt ſurely delivered: 
ſo it follows, And there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch 
48 never was; and at that time (take notice of that) 
thy people ſhall be delivered, every one that ſpall bs 

found written in the. book, Dan. xii. 1. In allu- 
fion to.this Chriſt promiſes, in his epiſtle written to 
us, firſt, that he will keep us in the hour of tempta- 
tion; and, ſecondl y, that he will not blot our names 
out. of the book of life ; but, in ſpite of the univerſal 
corruption of dane Jome ſhall walk with bit in 


White. 
We 


( 6 ) 
We muſt now go to the New Teſtament to ſee 
when Daniel's zime, times, and 4 half, in which this 
horn is to reign, began. Paul gives us two outward 
ſigns of it: firſt, a general apoſtaſy; and, ſecondly, 
an open exhibition of the man of ſin, inſomuch, that 
the children of light might ſee him, and apply the 
portrait drawn of him in the ſcriptures to him: That 
day ſhall not come except there come a falling away firſt, 
and that man of fin be revealed, the fon of perdition. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 3. Apoſtaſy from the truth in the Ro- 
man empire paved the way, and then this ſon of 
perdition appeared, with the evident tokens of per- 
dition upon him; and then that day came in which 
Daniel's time, times, aud a half, began. For the tri- 
ple crown, and the word yiſtery at the front of it, 
and the title of univerſal biſhop added to theſe, made 
him manifeſt ; ſo that he was then clearly revealed 
and made known to the ſpouſe of Chriſt ; and ſhe 
diſcovered him, exclaimed againſt him, and fled fram 
him, as from the face of the old ſerpent which de- 
ceived Eve; and ſo it follows, Aud there appeared 
another wonder in heaven, and bebold a great red dra- 
gon, having ſeven heads aud ten borns; and bis tail drew 
the third part of the ſtars of heaven, and did caft them to 
the earth; and the woman fled into the wilderneſs, where 
ſhe hath a place prepared of God, that they ſhould feed 
ber there @ thouſand two bundred and threeſcore days. 
Rev. xii. 3, 4, 6. Hence it appears that a general 
falling away from Chriſt in the Roman empire paved 
the way for this ſon of perdition; and upon that he 

__ E _*_—_—_— 
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ed and the doctrines of devils ſoon broke looſe 

from him, with which he drew the third part of the 
fears of heaven, and caſt them to the earth. Theſe ſtars 
were miniſters, who had ſome light in the head, but 
no love to Chriſt in the heart. The devil drew theſe 


from their ſtanding by his own fail: the ancient 


and honourable he is the head, and the prophet that 
zeacheth lies be is the tail. Iſa. ix. 15. And now the 
avhbole world wondered after the beaſt. The whole Ro- 
man empire became now, in the general, apoſtates 
from Chriſt; the ſtars fell from their orbits, and 
-united to this univerſal biſhop; and thoſe that won- 
dered after him followed him; and this myſtical body 
of apoſtates, that joined themſelves to this new head 
of the church, the pope, make up the myſtical body 
"of the beaſt, which is to continue .for à time, times, 
and a half; throughout which period Daniel's eye 
purſued him, till he ſaw the end of him: I bebeld then, 


| : becauſe of the voice of the great words which the horn 


pate: I bebeld till the beaft was. flain, and his body 
deftroyed, and given to the burning flame. Dan. vii. 11. 
Hence it appears that, when the title of univerſal 
biſhop took place, then che man of ſin was revealed; 
which was, as moſt agree, in the year 606: then Da- 
niel's time, times, and a half, began. Then the wo- 
man ſaw him, bore her teſtimony againſt him, and 
fled from him; for it was the world that wondered 
after the beaſt, not the church, for ſbe is not of this 


world, even as Chriſt is not of this world. 


Now let us ſee what becomes of her and where he 
goes. 


G +3 
goes. She fled iuto the wilderneſs, juſt as the Iſ- 
raelites did from the face of Pharaoh (called a river 
dragon, Ezek. xxxix. 3) into obſcurity. The church 
exiſted: for a while in private families, and after that 
in different corners of the earth: and this place was 
prepared of God to hide her in; and ſince that time 
God hath prepared more public places for her, and 
hath raiſed up ſome earthly princes to be of her, and 
to protect her, that her miniſters might feed her there 
a thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days; that is, a 
thouſand two hundred and threeſcore years—which 
number of years appears to be exactly the ſame as 
Daniel's 7ime, times, and a half. So that the woman 
ſhall live 1n the wilderneſs as long as Antichriſt lives 
on the throne; yea, ſhe ſhall outlive him, and rife to 
reign upon his ruin. | 

During the above time Zion is to be fed; 5 0 
it is written And I coil give pozeer unto ny two Wit 
neſſes, and they ſhall propheſy a thouſand two hundred and 
threeſcore days clothed in ſackcloth. Rev. xi. 3. But, 
towards the concluſion of this 1260 years, Daniel's 
time of trouble is to come on; and fo it follows: 
Aud, when they ſpall have finiſhed their teſtimony, ibe 
beaſt that aſcendeth out of tbe battomitſs pit ſpall mate 
' war ' againſt them, and ſhall overcame them and kill 
them. And their dead bodies ſball lie in the ftreet of the 
great city, which ſpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where alſo our Lord was crucified. And they of the. 
people, and kindreds; and tongues, and nations, ſball ſee' 
their dead bodies three days and a bat, and ſhall not 
E 2 ſulfer 
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Hheir dead bodies to be put into graves. Rev. xi. 
7, $,- 9. By their not being buried, it ſeems as if 
they would be baniſhed from the ſeat of ' the church, 

and ſo become dead to thoſe that uſed to be fed by 

them; and by their lying in the ſtreet of the great 
city, ir looks as if they were reſerved to make ſport 
for the beaſt, as Samſon did for the Philiſtines: and 
{6 it follows; Aud they that dwell upon the earth fall 
Pejoice over them, and mike merry, and ſend' gifts one to 
another. And, after three days and a half, the Spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they ftood upon their feet, 
and great fear fell upon them which ſaw them. And they 
beard à groat voice from beaven, faying unto them, Com- 
ap bither. And they aſcended up to heaven in a cloud, and 
_ their enemies bebeld them. Rev. xi. By this we ſee 
the glorious riſe of the church, which is called hea- 
ven; and the riſe of the witneſſes, which is ſaid to be 


in a cloud: by which it ſeems that the number of 


them will be greatly increaſed, as Paul ſays, He aro 
cumpaſſed about with à great cloud of witneſſes, and theſe 
will not be wells without water, or clouds without 
rain, as thouſands now are; but clouds full of rain, by 
. whom Chriſt will come down as rain upon e 
and as ſhowers that water the cartb. : 

This laughter of the witneſſes is the time of noble 
before us, to which we are haſtening apace; and, look 
which way you will, it appears. The ſon of perdi- 
tion was reyealed in the year 606, according to the 
beſt accounts, and one thouſand two hundred and ſixty 


youre et ee all the time that he is to 
continue; 5 


7 


continue; which makes it plain that the longeſt time: 


that his hireling hath io accompliſb bis days cannot ex- 
ceed 1866, or 1870. And, if the eaſtern way of 
reckoning years, which was ſhorter than ours, is 


meant, then the account may be ſhorter :, bur e 


muſt leave with the. wonderful calculator. 

This is a dark and cloudy day, which Tha hath to 
Me next, and the ſhadows of the evening are 
ſtretched out already, The Arminians, as I have 
ſhewed, are on the very baſis of popery ; and the outer 


court, which appears to me to be the baſtard Calvin- 


iſts, who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, (for 
theſe are the neareſt of any to the church, or to the 


inner court) theſe are going, nay are already gone, 


over to the Arminians; they have formerly waged 
war with them, and oppoſed their tenets, hut now they 
bave ſent an ambaſſage, and deſired conditions of peace. 
Luke xiv. 32. And ſome there are who deteſt this, 
and exclaim againſt it, who at the ſame time have 
drunk into the very murdering ſpiric of popery, and 


are in the ſame bond of iniquity with them that are 


now killing the proteſtants in Ireland; thele are gone 


over in ſpirit to the whore of Babylon; and go over 
they muſt and ſnall, even every one but the elect of 


God; for ſo it is written: Aud all that dwell upox 
the earth ſpall worſhip bim, whoſe names are not written 
in the book of life of the Lamb ſlam from the foundation 
of the world. Rev. xiii, 8, But wo, wo, wo, be to 
all ſuch } And fo ſays truth itſelf ; Aud the third angel 
followed them, ſaying with a loud voice, If any man wor- 
fog 
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ip the beaſt and his image, and receive his mark in the. 


ferebead; or in his hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mix- 
ture into the cup of his indignation ; and be ſhall be tor- 
mented with* fire and brimſtone in the preſence of the boly 
ee and in the preſence of the Lamb. Rev. xiv. , 10. 
In the laſt number of the Evangelical Magazine, 
(falſely fo called) publiſhed by Mr. Chapman in 
Fleet-ftreet, there is an ambaſſage of peace held out 
(though not in direct terms) even to the papiſts 
themſelves, and this fulfils the word of God, that 
the outer court is given to the Gentiles, and that all 
ſhall worſhip the beaſt but the elect of God, whoſe 
names are written in heaven. Hence 'we muſt ex- 
pect the cloud to gather thicker and- thicker; and 
wolves in pulpits, and hypoerites in pews, to increaſe 
more and more, till the pope's laſt ſtruggle and Zion's 
laſt travail come on; when the man of ſin ſhall riſe to 
the fulneſs of his ſtature, and the whore of Babylon 


to her higheſt dignity, faying, J fit as à queen, ond ſhall 
know no ſorrow, neither wwidowhood, nor the loſs of chil- 


dren. Then in one hour ſhall her judgments come. And 


the ſeventh trumpet of the ſeventh angel ſhall bring 


on this; for the ſame divine perſon in Daniel, who 
ſwore the beaſt ſhould continue for a time, times, and a 
batf, ſwears, in John's hearing, that at the expiration 


of that time popiſh tyranny ſhall ceaſe, and perſe- 


cution be no more: and ſo it is written; Aud rhe 
angel, which I ſaw upon the ſea and upon the earth, 


4 1 5 up his band to heaven, and fare by him that - 


liveth 


J's 


ORF 
liveth for ever and ever, that there ſhould be time no lon- 
ger. But in the days of the voice of the ſeventh angel, 
. when he ſhall begin to found, the myſtery of God ſhall be 
finiſhed, as be hath declared to his ſervants the prophets. 
Rev. x. 5, 6, 7. Now, if my reader would know 
what the ſeventh trumpet proclaims, it is ſounded up- 
on the reſurrection of the witneſſes, when the Holy 

_ Ghoſt quickens them again, and raiſes them up ts 
publiſh the goſpel throughout the world. Aud the 
ſeventh angel ſounded, and there were great voices in 
heaven, ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis Chriſt ; and he ſball 
reign for ever and ever, Rev. xi. 15. Now tfhall the 
goſpel be preached throughout the world, and the 
oreateſt kingdom that ever ſtood be given to the 
ſaints of the Moſt High. But let us look at what is 
now going on, and be upon' our guard. All but the” 
elect ſhall worſhip the beaſt ; therefore let us not bo 
ſtartled at the general apoſtaſy of the members of 
the outer court, for that is given to the Gentiles, 
therefore they muſt and ſhall have it; and it is now 
going over and ſubmitting to the papiſts, that they 
may worſhip him; for all ſhall worſhip him but thoſe 
whoſe names are in the book of life. The man of 
fin is now collecting what is given to him; and when 
all his members are united his myſtical body will be 
complete. Then ſhall the beaſt be taken, and his body 
deſtroyed, and given to the burning flame. Dan. vii. 11. 
The whore ſhall be utterly burnt with fire, for ſtrong 


is the Lord God that judgeth her. But, to ſtrengthen 
I | „ „%ö%%ßͤöÄe , 
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1 . peryous time comes on, and ſhall 
ſtrengthen and deliver every one that ſhall be 
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mia dde beck. Dan. i. oe 
I Thus, reader, I have given thee a ſign of the times, 


= + 15 and a true account of the work now. on the wheels— — Ty 
vor ſhallallthehypocrites in Zion, nor all the enemies 
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